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Welcome to The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare! We are proud to introduce to 

Chicago a new theater, as forward-thinking and responsive as our artistic spirit. 

The versatility of the space means that it is perfectly suited to our wide range of 

work: from large-scale musicals and new commissions, to international imports and 

programs for young audiences, and, of course, bold imaginings of Shakespeare’s 

plays and other classics.

When selecting a performance to inogurate our innovative third theater, we could 

not think of a more fitting partner than the singular artist James Thierrée. He is no 

stranger to Chicago Shakespeare—perhaps you saw him during his sold-out runs of 

Farewell Umbrella (2007) or Bright Abyss (2006). Audiences all over the world are 

entranced by his work. Spanning disciplines of dance, contortion, and music, Thierrée 

creates an intoxicating world that is the definition of surprising. It is in the spirit of 

artists like James Thierrée that we developed The Yard.

The Yard features a first in flexible design: nine audience seating towers—each the 

size of a London double-decker bus stood upright—that can be rearranged in a 

diverse array of configurations. This adaptable platform gives artists a "blank slate"  

in which to shape their work without the physical constraints of a fixed footprint— 

and gives you, our audience members, an exciting, new perspective for each show 

you attend. 

With the addition of this state-of the-imagination venue, our artistic home on  

Navy Pier will give artists the opportunity to dream bigger, allow us to import more 

international work to Chicago, and significantly increase our service to Chicago 

students. We are thrilled to have you with us as we launch the next chapter in our 

history—the start of a new era of service as a cultural beacon for our city. n

DEAR FRIENDS,

Welcome

Barbara Gaines 
Artistic Director 
Carl and Marilynn Thoma 
Endowed Chair 

Criss Henderson 
Executive Director

Steve Solomon 
Chair, Board of Directors

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER

A global theatrical force, Chicago Shakespeare Theater (CST) is known for 
vibrant productions that reflect Shakespeare’s genius for storytelling, musicality 
of language, and empathy for the human condition. Under the leadership of 
Artistic Director Barbara Gaines and Executive Director Criss Henderson, Chicago 
Shakespeare has redefined what a great American Shakespeare theater can be—a 
company that, delighting in the unexpected, defies theatrical category. A Regional 
Tony Award-winning theater, CST stages acclaimed plays at its home on Navy Pier, 
throughout Chicago’s schools and neighborhoods, and on stages around the world. 
In 2017, the Theater unveils The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare, with an innovative 
design that will change the shape of theater-making. Together with the Jentes 
Family Courtyard Theater and the Thoma Theater Upstairs at Chicago Shakespeare, 
The Yard positions CST as the city’s largest and most versatile performing arts 
venue.

Chicago Shakespeare’s year-round season features as many as twenty productions 
and 650 performances—including plays, musicals, world premieres, and visiting 
international presentations—to engage a broad, multigenerational audience of 
225,000 community members. Recognized in 2014 in a White House ceremony 
hosted by First Lady Michelle Obama, CST’s education programs support literacy 
and creativity for 40,000 students each year. Each summer, 30,000 family 
audiences welcome the free Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks tour into their 
neighborhoods across the far north, west, and south sides of the city. The Theater 
is the leading producer of international work in Chicago and, touring its own 
plays across North America and abroad to Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and 
the Middle East, CST has garnered multiple accolades, including the prestigious 
Laurence Olivier Award. Emblematic of its role as a global theater, CST spearheaded 
Shakespeare 400 Chicago, a yearlong international arts and culture festival, which 
engaged an estimated 1.1 million people through 863 events at 231 locations across 
the city in 2016—all in celebration of Shakespeare’s 400-year legacy. n
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CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER

The toad was right. 

Why? I don't know. 

And neither the passing years nor that 

scene that joyfully haunts me will teach 

me, fundamentally, why we do this or  

do that on this great drunken boat we 

call thea—(that word needs a holiday). 

Why do we hang our wires stage right 

rather than stage left; why does my 

body articulate itself against nature: 

why is it that what is foreseen rarely 

comes true? Huh? And then, above all, 

why do we imagine a story and then 

begin it? I don't know.

In this play, there are tiny mysteries 

that will swallow up big mysteries: that 

is clear. We will speak in the byways of 

a subterranean creature who, curious 

about people, gave them his/her trust 

and was betrayed, his/her heart broken. 

We will imagine the reprisals—siblings 

kidnapped and imprisoned under the 

surveillance of an emotionally disturbed 

kaleidoscope. And finally we will soak 

our exhausted feet in a bath—to raise 

our hopes.

I do not make theater to explain what 

shakes our inner workings, but rather 

to roam around. So, roam if you want 

to. Let's live together, here, for a few 

moments, and perhaps foolish things 

can become meaningful, on the  

horizon at the tips of our noses. 

The toad will tell us.

A Note from  
	 James Thierrée

SALUTE TO SPONSORS
Chicago Shakespeare Theater is proud to recognize the partnership  
of our leading contributors, whose visionary support ensures that  
Shakespeare lives in Chicago today and for generations to come.

	 Mary and Nick Babson Fund  
		  to Support Chicago Actors

	 The Canon in Honor of Barbara Gaines

	 Team Shakespeare Endowment	

	 The Chicago Music Theatre Endowment  

	 The Davee Foundation World’s Stage Fund

	 The Hurckes Fund for  
		  Artisans and Technicians

	 Kirkland & Ellis Audience Enrichment Fund

	 Anstiss and Ronald Krueck  
		  Stage Design Fund

    The Malott Family Student Access Fund

	 Ray and Judy McCaskey Education Chair

	 Pritzker Foundation 			 
		  Team Shakespeare Fund

	 John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe 		
		  Inquiry and Exploration Series

	 The Segal Family Foundation  
		  Student Matinee Fund

	 Dick Simpson  
		  in memory of Sarajane Avidon    

	 Carl and Marilynn Thoma 
		  Artistic Director Chair

	 Gayle and Glenn R. Tilles Music Fund

	 The Sheldon and Bobbi Zabel  
		  Bard Core Program

ENDOWED FUNDS, CHAIRS AND PROGRAMS

LEAD SPONSORS

Anne and Andrew Abel  
   Charitable Fund

Allscripts

Allstate Insurance  
   Company

Paul M. Angell Family     
   Foundation

A. N. and Pearl G.  
   Barnett Family  
   Foundation

BlueCross BlueShield  
   of Illinois

Bulley & Andrews

Joyce Chelberg

Eric's Tazmanian  
   Angel Fund

Exelon

Harve A. Ferrill

Sonja and Conrad Fischer

Food For Thought  

Barbara and Richard     
   Franke

Virginia and Gary Gerst

ITW

Jan and Bill Jentes

JLL

KPMG LLP

Anna and Robert 
   Livingston

The John D. and  
  Catherine T.    
  MacArthur Foundation

Lew and Susan Manilow

National Endowment  
   for the Arts

Sheila Penrose and  
   Ernie Mahaffey

Polk Bros. Foundation

Peter and Alicia Pond

Richard W. Porter  
   and Lydia S. Marti

John W. and  
   Jeanne M. Rowe

Patrick G. and Shirley 
  W. Ryan Foundation

The Segal Family  
   Foundation

Barbara and Barre  
  Seid Foundation

The Shubert  
   Foundation

Anonymous

MAJOR SEASON SUPPORTERS

The Harold and Mimi 
Steinberg Charitable Trust

Carl and  
Marilynn Thoma

Donna Van Eekeren 
Foundation

Timothy R. Schwertfeger  
and Gail Waller

Burton X. and  
Sheli Z. Rosenberg

For more information about how you can support our work on stage, in the  
community and around the world, please contact Brooke Flanagan, Managing Director  
for Development and External Affairs, at 312.595.5581 or bflanagan@chicagoshakes.com.

Raymond and  
Judy McCaskey
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at Chicago Shakespeare

With the opening of  
the 2017/18 Season,  
Chicago is now home to   
one of the most flexible  
theater venues in the world. 

The Yard at Chicago 
Shakespeare introduces 
a new trend in theater 
architecture to our city—  
a dynamic design featuring 
nine mobile audience “towers” 
that can be arranged in a  
wide variety of ways. 

With each visit, you will come 
to “expect the unexpected” 
as the relationship between 
audience and actor is 
redefined by the vision  
of each production’s  
creative team. 

We look forward to welcoming 
you again and again to . . .

A three-theater campus, 
encompassing our Courtyard 
Theater, Upstairs at Chicago 
Shakespeare, and The Yard, 
will enable us to offer more 

productions, extend runs 
of successful shows, and 
significantly increase our 

service to students.

This season’s shows 
in The Yard highlight 
the versatility of 
this innovative new 
venue—from its 
largest proscenium 
configuration (above)  
or a unique cabaret-like 
environment to an 
intimate thrust stage 
with runway aisles.

NOW OPEN!
See what else is on stage at
www.chicagoshakes.com/yard

photos by  
James Steinkamp Photography
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Our City,  Our Shakespeare
THE CAMPAIGN FOR 

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER 

WWW.CHICAGOSHAKES.COM/CAMPAIGN
To make a gift, contact Brooke Flanagan at 

312.595.5581 or bflanagan@chicagoshakes.com.

Join the generous community of civic and 
corporate leaders supporting this bold vision 

for Chicago Shakespeare. Your gift will provide 
capital funding for The Yard and safeguard the 
Theater’s work on stage and in the community. 



MAJOR 2017/18 
SEASON 

SUPPORTERS

The Harold and 
Mimi Steinberg 
Charitable Trust

UP &  
COMING

DRUID’S

WAITING FOR GODOT
A World’s Stage production from Ireland
by Samuel Beckett  •  directed by Garry Hynes
May 23–June 3, 2018 • CST’s Courtyard Theater
One of the world's most prestigious theater ensemble returns with 
a universally acclaimed interpretation of Beckett’s seminal work. 

SCHILLER’S  

MARY STUART
in a new version by Peter Oswald  •  directed by Jenn Thompson
February 21–April 15, 2018 • CST’s Courtyard Theater
Replete with Tudor splendor, a power play for the throne finds 
Queen Elizabeth I confronting her rival in this “electrifying update 
of Schiller’s royal drama” (The Guardian).

RED VELVET
by Lolita Chakrabarti  •  directed by Gary Griffin
December 1, 2017–January 21, 2018 • CST’s Courtyard Theater
This multi-award-winning play transports audiences to the turbulent 
backstage world of London’s Theatre Royal in the mid-1800s. In taking 
the stage as Othello, a black actor sends shock waves across the city—
challenging a society reluctant to change.

SHORT SHAKESPEARE! 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
adapted & directed by Jess McLeod 
February 3–March 10, 2018 • Saturdays at 11:00 am & 2:00 pm  
The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare 
This 75-minute abridgment introduces Shakespeare’s magical  
comedy to family and student audiences. One night, four lovers  
find themselves lost in a forest. When the Fairy Court finds them,  
hijinks, hilarity, and utter confusion ensue until dawn.  

JAMES THIERRÉE'S

THE TOAD KNEW
A World’s Stage production from France   
Now through September 23, 2017  

The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare
Teasing and twisting audiences’ imaginations with astonishing theatrical 
creations for nearly two decades, cirque nouveau master James Thierrée’s 
newest creation features dancers, high-wire artists, and musicians— 
creating an intoxicating world evocative of Salvador Dalí and Tim Burton. 

Q BROTHERS CHRISTMAS CAROL 
written by Q Brothers Collective (GQ, JQ, Jax, Pos) 
developed with Rick Boynton  •  directed by GQ and JQ 
November 21–December 31, 2017 

The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare 
The holiday treat set to a bangin’ beat is back! The ghosts of Hip-hop  
Past, Present, and Future lead Scrooge on a journey of rhythm, rhyme, 
and redemption.

THE TAMING OF THE SHREW
by William Shakespeare  •  conceived & directed by Barbara Gaines
Columbia Women's Club scenes by Ron West
Now through November 12, 2017 • CST’s Courtyard Theater 
Artistic Director Barbara Gaines and an all-woman cast of suffragettes 
pull back the curtain on a story of power, politics, and love. 

MACBETH
by William Shakespeare  •  adapted & directed by Aaron Posner and Teller
April 25–June 24, 2018  

The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare
Following their success with Chicago 
Shakespeare’s sold-out production  
of The Tempest, the famed creative  
duo Aaron Posner and Teller  
(of Penn & Teller) returns for a  
magical take on “the Scottish Play.” 

TEATRO LÍNEA DE SOMBRA’S 

AMARILLO
A World’s Stage production from México  •  directed by Jorge A. Vargas 
October 17–29, 2017 • The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare
One of México’s most celebrated and forward-thinking ensembles 
visits as the largest international engagement of the inaugural 
Chicago International Latino Theater Festival—Destinos.



12 13Fall 2017 | The Toad Knew www.chicagoshakes.com

Visit chicagoshakes.com  
to explore more ideas 
and stories behind the  
art on CST’s stages.

THE TOAD KNEW 
 
n	 BY JAMES THIERRÉE 

n	 THE YARD AT  
	 CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE

n	 SEPTEMBER 19– 
	 NOVEMBER 23, 2017

n	 312.595.5600

n	 �WWW.CHICAGOSHAKES.COM 

Theatre of the Senses

© Dorothy Max Prior

Dorothy Max Prior is editor 
of Total Theatre Magazine, 
published online at  
www.totaltheatre.org.uk,  
and is a judge for the 
Total Theatre Awards at 
the Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe; she is the former 
coordinator of the UK’s 
Circus Arts Forum.

unexpected success in Paris, playing for long spells at Les Hailes, so for the first 

time the Thierrée/Chaplin clan put down roots. They still travelled, but played 

in theatres rather than tents—and thus the circus life gave way to the theatre 

life. Now it was theatre that dominated James’s existence, albeit a very quirky 

physical and visual theatre that was a world away from the literary tradition.

When Aurélia and James grew up they inevitably made shows of their own 

(aided and abetted by their talented mother). Aurélia did have her moment of 

protest when she ran away from the circus to work in the finance sector, but she 

later returned to the family business to make the beautiful Aurélia's Oratorio with 

her mother Victoria Chaplin. 

Meanwhile, James had continued to go from strength 

to strength, developing new talents and enjoying 

new opportunities. While the family circus was 

playing at the Riverside Studios in London, with their 

caravan camped for a long spell in Hammersmith, 

David Gothard, the artistic director of Riverside, 

introduced James to some of the other bright 

young things about the place, a list that included 

Hanif Kureishi, Michael Nyman, Peter Greenaway 

and Michael Clark. One of the results of this 

coming together of talents was Peter Greenaway's 

Prospero's Books. An interpretation of—or perhaps 

better described as an homage to—The Tempest, which featured James Thierrée 

as Ariel and Michael Clark as Caliban.

The ever more precocious Thierrée also attended the legendary Annie Fratellini 

circus school, where he met Camille Boitel and his sister Raphaëlle. The three  

of them started working together, and continued to do so for many years, with 

the siblings playing key roles in James’s newly formed Companie du Hanneton. 

The company takes its name from the nickname that James’s parents gave  

POINT OF VIEW

Now it was theatre  
that dominated  

James’s existence, 
albeit a very quirky 
physical and visual 
theatre that was a 

world away from the 
literary tradition.

Acrobat, poet, clown, magician, film  
actor: the talents and skills of  

James Thierrée seem almost boundless. 
Perhaps that is inevitable, coming as he does from such 

an impressive line of artists. His great-grandfather is the 

playwright Eugene O’Neill. Another great-grandparent  

is the music-hall star Lily Harley. His grandfather is  

Charlie Chaplin. His parents, Jean-Baptiste Thierrée and 

Chaplin's daughter Victoria, are the creators of numerous 

legendary French circus companies. 
	
James Spencer Henry Edmond Marcel Thierrée was 

born on 2 May 1974 in Lausanne, Switzerland. His early 

childhood was spent on the road, touring Europe in 

a caravan, he and his older sister Aurélia appearing 

alongside their parents in the family show, Le Cirque 

Bonjour (which became Le Cirque lmaginaire, and later 

Le Cirque Invisible). Victoria created fantasy sketches in 

ever-more elaborate costumes; Jean-Baptiste performed 

as a surreal clown and magician. Famously, there was 

a moment in the show where Jean-Baptiste marched 

onstage with a suitcase in each hand. Placed on the 

ground, the suitcases each grew a pair of little legs and 

scampered off. That was James and Aurelia's stage debut.

Because they were constantly on the road, the children 

had to be home-schooled, Jean-Baptiste declaring that 

circus was the best education in the world. He seems to 

have been proved right, because by the time James first 

saw the inside of a school, at the age of 12 at the American 

School of Paris, he was adept in trapeze, acrobatics, the 

violin, and numerous European languages. He was now 

able to go to school because the family circus had found 

Appearing in the program for The Toad Knew at the 2016 Edinburgh 
International Festival, Dorothy Max Prior examines the development 
of James Thierrée’s revelatory body of work. 
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him, “le hanneton,” because he was always jumping around ("hanneton" is 

French for “junebug,” a type of little brown beetle). 

The company’s first show was the Junebug Symphony, created and directed 

in 1998 by Thierrée, who also performed in it, when he was just 24 years old. 

An astonishing hybrid of new circus, physical theatre and visual spectacle, it 

went on to worldwide success, touring for many years. It was first seen in the 

UK in 2000, when Crying Out Loud (who continue to produce and support 

the company's work) took the show to the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London. 

Helena Bonham Carter, who had witnessed Thierrée as a be-legged suitcase in 

Le Cirque lmaginaire, saw Junebug Symphony and wrote: "I went along curious 

to see how the suitcase had grown up, only to discover that while watching it I 

grew backwards and small and became a child again." The exuberant innocence 

and breathtaking spectacle of Junebug captured the imagination of children 

and adults alike, wherever it played. Thierrée won four Molière Awards for it, 

including that of best director in 2006. 

The company’s second show, La Veillée des Abysses, 

was created in 2003 and similarly received worldwide 

acclaim. It is also full of humor and exuberance but 

has a darker, more melancholic, edge. When it was 

staged in London at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, Lyn 

Gardner wrote in The Guardian: “Shipwrecked on its 

own ethereal beauty, somehow joyous and yet bereft 

at the same time, the latest show from James Thierrée 

is a marvel, unlike any piece of circus that you have 

ever seen.”

Then, in 2007, came perhaps the most surreal and enigmatic of all his shows, 

Au Revoir Parapluie. An extraordinary set of metal carts and wheels and pulleys, 

and mountains of thickly coiled rope, is the playground for an ensemble of five 

performers who duck and dive and weave and balance. It is hard to say what it 

is “about” exactly: it is what it is—a beautiful 90-minute waking dream; a poetic 

passing of time that evokes powerful memories of things never known. Thierrée 

had this to say: “Well, what's the story about? It's a story about a story (about 

a story about a story about a story...) that cannot be told.” In 2008, revered 

throughout Europe and with three highly successful visual theatre shows under 

his belt, Thierrée received Le Prix Plaisir du Théâtre from the Société des 

Auteurs et Compositeurs Dramatiques.

2009 saw a change of direction, with the creation of Raoul, an almost-solo piece 

with a dark and disturbing energy, in which Thierrée explores personal identity 

in a story of a wanderer returning home to find that his space has been invaded. 

Although exploring an existential crisis, the show includes plenty of typically 

bizarre Hanneton humor: cue teapots that talk back and umbrella jellyfish. But 

“Well, what’s the 
story about? It's 
a story about a 

story (about a story 
about a story about 

a story...) that 
cannot be told.”

Previous page: Farewell Umbrella (Au Revoir Parapluie). Above: Bright Abyss; photos by Richard Haughton. 
Both works previously toured to Chicago Shakespeare Theater.

Raoul was less “spectacular” than previous work, more thought-provoking, and 

it received slightly less exuberant reviews from some critics.

Tabac Rouge, James Thierrée’s next show for Companie du Hanneton, had its 

premiere in 2013 and saw a return to ensemble work, with Thierrée casting 

himself as a decrepit aging monarch. If La Veillée des Abysses is perhaps his 

take on The Tempest, Tabac Rouge could be seen as a steampunk King Lear. 

Reviewing it for Total Theatre Magazine, Thomas Wilson wrote: “What is most 

striking about James Thierrée's fifth production for Companie du Hanneton is 

not the sheer scale of the ever-transforming, decaying set, nor the exquisitely 

controlled and detailed physical scores of the performers, but the fleeting and 

shifting surrealist world that Thierrée has crafted in this 90-minute spectacle.”

And so to his sixth work, which for once is not being presented under its 

French title, La Grenouille avait raison but as The Toad Knew. Why the frog 

became a toad, I do not know. What can we expect? An ensemble of dancers, 

contortionists, high-wire artists—and Thierrée himself—together “exploring 

the raw, unforgiving love between brothers and sisters... intertwining dreams 

and childish terrors, burlesque and realism.” Perhaps it is the story of a boy 

who dreams that he and his sister are curled up inside little suitcases being 

carried round by his father, only to wake and find that it is not a dream after 

all? Expect the unexpected might be the best thing to say: no doubt, like all 

its predecessors, the new Companie du Hanneton show will be a roller-coaster 

ride for the imagination—a true theatre of the senses.  n

POINT OF VIEW
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presents

James Thierrée’s

THE TOAD KNEW

GARY GRIFFIN 
Associate Artistic Director

E. BROOKE FLANAGAN 
Managing Director for Development 

and External Affairs

RICK BOYNTON 
Creative Producer

BARBARA GAINES
Artistic Director

Carl and Marilynn Thoma 
Endowed Chair

CRISS HENDERSON 
Executive Director

Welcome. If we can help accommodate you during your visit, please speak with our House 
Manager. Please note that flashing lights and haze may be used during this performance. 
Also, actors will make entrances and exits throughout the theater. For your safety, we 
ask that you keep aisles and doorways clear. We request that you refrain from taking any 
photography and other video or audio recordings of the production.

 
The performance will run approximately 90 minutes with no intermission. 

Creator, Scenography, & Original Music by JAMES THIERRÉE

Puppet Design 
VICTORIA THIERRÉE 

Costume Design 
PASCALINE CHAVANNE 

Technical Coordination
ANTHONY NICOLAS 

Sound Design 
THOMAS DELOT

Lighting Design 
ALEX HARDELLET 
JAMES THIERRÉE 

Produced by La Compagnie du Hanneton/Junebug 
 

Co-produced with Théâtre de Carouge-Atelier de Genève, Célestins-Théâtre de Lyon, Sadlers Wells 
London in association with Crying Out Loud, Théâtre Royal de Namur, Théâtre du Rond-Point Paris, 

Théâtre de la Ville Paris, La Coursive Scène nationale de La Rochelle, La Comédie de Clermont 
Ferrand, Théâtre Sénart Lieusaint, Larc Scène nationale Le Creusot, Opéra de Massy, Odyssud 

Blagnac, Le Radiant-Bellevue Caluire, Théâtre de Villefranche, Espace Jean Legendre, Théâtre de 
Compiègne - Scène nationale de l’Oise en prefiguration, and Edinburgh International Festival.

Annual support perennially provided by The Davee Foundation World’s Stage Fund  

Music amplification supported by the Gayle and Glenn R. Tilles Music Fund 

ComEd is the official lighting design sponsor of Chicago Shakespeare Theater

A World's Stage production from France

2017/18 SEASON TICKETS NOW ON SALE

MAJOR 2017/18  
SEASON  

SUPPORTERS The Harold and Mimi 
Steinberg Charitable Trust

There’s so much to be excited 
about—including up to  

25% OFF TICKETS 
and the introduction of  
our new, third theater  

THE YARD!

IT

YOUR SOUL
THE TAMING 

 OF THE SHREW

THE TOAD KNEW

AMARILLO

Q BROTHERS 
CHRISTMAS CAROL

SCHILLER’S 
MARY STUART

RED VELVET

 WAITING  
FOR GODOT

MACBETH
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Profiles
JAMES THIERRÉE  
(Creator/Scenographer/
Original Music/Performer) 
was born in 1974 to 
parents Victoria Chaplin 
and Jean-Baptiste 
Thierrée. Mr. Thierrée 
made his theatrical debut 

in his parents’ company Le Cirque Bonjour 
at age four, followed by appearances with 
Le Cirque Imaginaire with which he toured 
worldwide. Between his travels, he attended 
the Marymount International School in 
Paris, and participated in occasional 
workshops and training sessions at Le 
Conservatoire de Paris, Piccolo Teatro di 
Milano, and the Harvard Theatre School 
(ART) in the USA. In 1998 he established his 
own company, choosing his childhood 
nickname Hanneton (Junebug) as the title 
for the informal ensemble. In the same year 
he created his first work, The Junebug 
Symphony, which was awarded a Molière 
Award and toured the world, including runs 
at London’s Lyric Hammersmith and Queen 
Elizabeth Hall. In 2003 he directed his 
second work, La Veillée des Abysses, which 
ran at Chicago Shakespeare Theater, the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, Peacock Theatre, and 
Wales Millennium Centre, as well as 
additional international dates in Mexico, 
America, and Australia. In 2007 he directed 
and performed in his third stage work, Au 
Revoir Parapluie, which had runs at Sadler’s 
Wells and went on to tour the world, 
including an engagement at Chicago 
Shakespeare. In 2009 he premiered his  
one-man show Raoul in Belgium, followed 
by a tour in France and the UK, including 
ten nights at the Barbican.

SONIA ‘SONYA’ BEL HADJ 
BRAHIM (Performer) 
began dancing in 2004. 
At La Courneuve’s dance 
school TEMPO, under the 
direction of Pascal Luce, 
she discovered Popping. 
She is also a talented soul, 

locking, and hip-hop dancer.  In 2011, she 
became a pioneering Waacking artist, at a 
time when the technique was new in France. 
She competed in dance battles and was 
quickly spotted as a fresh new talent.  She is 
a member and co-founder of: La Mécanique 
des Naïfs (2011), Compagnie Bandidas 

(2014) and, since 2016, Collectif Ma Dame 
Paris. Since 2011 she has also performed for 
Compagnie Point Zéro, Compagnie Rualité, 
Compagnie par Terre, and Compagnie 
Chriki’z.

OFÉLIE CRISPIN 
(Performer) was born to 
parents from Martinique 
and Catalonia,  
and grew up in a 
household with wide-
ranging musical tastes, 
which had a great impact 

on her musical education and prompted her 
to become a professional singer. At nine 
years old, she joined a music academy 
where she learned to play saxophone and 
joined the choir. At age seventeen, she 
made her professional debut as a dancer in 
a successful musical. During her time on the 
road, she mastered her skills in singing, 
musical composition, and songwriting.   
She is a multi-faceted artist, and over  
the years has collaborated on various 
projects as a singer, writer, dancer, and 
performer, inspired by and inspiring the 
choreographers, directors, and producers 
she has met on her travels. She has worked 
with Nicolas Briancon (Théâtre de la Porte 
Saint Martin/Festival d’Anjou), Pierre 
Francois Martin Laval (Bobino), Thierry 
Mugler (Comédia), Stephane Jarny (Folies 
Bergères), Prince, Carolin Petit, and 
Nils Tavernier.

SAMUEL DUTERTRE 
(Performer/Stage 
Manager) (true name: 
Samish Kwiatk) 
discovered dance quite 
late, through a theater-
based approach. He has 
collaborated with Josef 

Nadj, Nasser Martin Gousset, Haïm Adri, 
Nora G., and la Compagnie Androphyne 
(where he personified the Polish plumber 
archetype), and more recently with La 
Compagnie du Hanneton as a technical 
interpreter/subtitle technician. He loves  
to collaborate on new projects with new 
people. On the side, Mr. Dutertre sings lead 
in a messianic rock 'n’roll band called Sukoï 
Fever. He also specializes in woodwork,  
has a butcher license, and enjoys riding 
horses bareback. 

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER PROFILES

The company would like to thank Claire Acquart, Eric et Nicolas Altmayer, 

Marc Benamou, la Chaufferie à Saint Denis, Georges Garcia, Michel et Joany 

Guillaumin, Maud Heintz, Daniel Occely/Dec +, and Yamaha France.

Performers

Production Team

SONIA ‘SONYA’ BEL HADJ BRAHIM 

OFÉLIE CRISPIN 

SAMUEL DUTERTRE 

HERVÉ LASSÏNCE 

THI MAI NGUYEN 

JAMES THIERRÉE

Stage Managers  	 SAMUEL DUTERTRE 

			   LORENZO GRAOUER 

			   ANTHONY NICOLAS 

Wardrobe & Stage Manager   	 EMILIE REVEL 

Assistants to the Director   	 PÉNÉLOPE BIESSY 

			   SIDONIE PIGEON 

Assistant to the Scenographer  	 LAURA LÉONARD 

Construction, Manufacturing, Props   	 THOMAS DELOT 

			   SAMUEL DUTERTRE  

			   FABRICE HENCHES 

			   ANTHONY NICOLAS 

			   SABINE SCHLEMMER 

			   MONIKA SCHWARZL 

			   MATTHIEU BONY 

			   OLVIDO LANZA BERMEJO 

			   SIMON ZAOUI 

			   PATRICK LEBRETON 

			   CAMILLE JOSTE 

Painting & Finishes   	 MARIE ROSSETTI 

Production, Coordination, Touring   	 EMMANUELLE TACCARD 

			   STÉPHANIE LIODENOT
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BARBARA GAINES 
(Artistic Director/Carl and 
Marilynn Thoma Endowed 
Chair) founded Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, 
where she has directed 
nearly fifty productions of 
Shakespeare’s plays. 

Honors include: the 2008 Tony Award for 
Outstanding Regional Theatre; the 
prestigious Honorary OBE (Officer of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) 
in recognition of her contributions 
strengthening British-American cultural 
relations; and Joseph Jefferson Awards for 
Best Production (Hamlet, Cymbeline, King 
Lear and The Comedy of Errors), and for 
Best Director (Cymbeline, King Lear and The 
Comedy of Errors). Ms. Gaines has directed 
at the Royal Shakespeare Company in 
Stratford-on-Avon, Lyric Opera of Chicago 
and The Old Globe in San Diego. As the 
cornerstone production of Shakespeare 400 
Chicago, the 2016 international celebration 
of Shakespeare’s legacy, she created a 
world premiere Shakespeare history cycle, 
Tug of War, including the rarely staged 
Edward III. Gaines received an Honorary 
Doctorate of Letters from the University of 
Birmingham (UK), the University Club of 
Chicago’s Cultural Award, the Public 
Humanities Award from the Illinois 
Humanities Council.

 CRISS HENDERSON 
(Executive Director)  
has produced Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater's 
past twenty-eight 
seasons, and developed 
the citywide, yearlong 
celebration through 2016 

of Shakespeare’s legacy, Shakespeare 400 
Chicago. Under his leadership, CST has 
become one of the nation’s leading regional 
theaters and one of Chicago's most 
celebrated cultural organizations, honored 
with the 2008 Tony Award for Outstanding 
Regional Theatre, as well as multiple 
Laurence Olivier and Joseph Jefferson 
Awards. Mr. Henderson has garnered 
multiple honors, including: the 2013 Cultural 
Innovation Award from the Chicago 
Innovation Awards; the Arts Administrator 
of the Year by Arts Management Magazine 
at the Kennedy Center and the Chevalier de 
L'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the 
Minister of Culture of France. He was 
named among the top 40 business people 
under the age of 40 in Crain’s Chicago 
Business. He serves as president of the 
Producers’ Association of Chicago-area 
Theaters and is director of the MFA/Arts 
Leadership Program, a two-year graduate-
level curriculum in arts management 
training created through a joint partnership 
between Chicago Shakespeare Theater and 
The Theatre School at DePaul University.

PROFILES PROFILES

HERVÉ LASSÏNCE 
(Performer) trained at 
the Conservatoire 
National d'Art 
Dramatique in Créteil 
and then at the École 
des Enfants Terribles. 
Previous productions 

include: Volpone by Jules Romain and 
Stephan Zweig, directed by Renato Ribeiro 
for the Festival Off d'Avignon in 1998; In 
Les Troyennes by Seneca, directed by 
Francine Eymery at the Théâtre de 
l'Opprimé; and Les Nuits du Hampton-Club 
by André Mouessi-Eon, directed by Olivier 
Balazuc. In 2000, he was spotted by 
Jérôme Deschamps and Macha Makeïeff, 
and first appeared in the Deschiens on 
Canal + series, the beginning of a long 
collaboration both in theater and in opera. 
In 2009, he played Rodolfo in Angelo, 
Tyrant of Padua by Victor Hugo, directed 
by Christophe Honoré for the Festival 
d'Avignon. Other select productions 
include: Plato’s Banquet, directed by 
Juliette Deschamps at the Auditorium du 
Louvre; King Lear, directed by Laurent 
Fréchuret ; The Man Who Ate the World, 
directed by Olivier Martinaud for the NAVA 
festival; Les Apaches, directed by Macha 
Makeïeff, and created at the Théâtre de la 
Criée in Marseille; Berthollet, directed by 
Mathieu Bertholet; and Seascape, directed 
by Jacques Lasalle for the NAVA festival.  
He has appeared in films, including: 
Paparazzi, The Corsican Inquiry of Alain 
Berberian, Les Gaous, Red Lights, L'Italie, 
Monsieur Lapin, Darling, Tu veux ou tu veux 
pas, as well as on television, including: PJ, 
Venus and Apollo, Interpol, Julie Lescaut, 
and Chez Maupassant. Mr. Lassïnce is  
also a photographer.

THI MAI NGUYEN 
(Performer) studied 
contemporary dance at 
the Conservatoire 
National Supérieur de 
Musique et de Danse in 
Paris from 1995 to 1999. 
During and after her 

studies, she participated in a number of 
projects and performances by various 
choreographers and companies in France. 
In June 2000, she participated in a project 
by Nadia Bekani in Istanbul. She was 
accepted at P.A.R.T.S. in September 2000. 

Shiver, a duo created with Johan 
Thelander, was performed during the 
Festival d’Automne in Paris in October 
2001. Ms. Nguyen joined Ultima Vez in 
2002 for the creation and touring of Blush 
(2002), Puur (2005), Spiegel (2007), 
Radical Wrong (2010), Œdipe (2011), and 
the creation of Sonic Boom. She assisted 
Wim Vandekeybus for several youth and 
video projects, and worked with Michèle 
Anne De Mey for the reprise of Sinfonia 
Eroica (2009), and with Walter Verdin in 
Guest. She joined La Compagnie du 
Hanneton with Tabac Rouge in 2012.

ABOUT COMPAGNIE DU HANNETON  
James Thierrée founded his company, 
Compagnie du Hanneton in 1998. 
Its productions, which have toured 
internationally, include La Symphonie du 
Hanneton/The Junebug Symphony (1998-
2005), first performed at Orionteatern, 
Stockholm; La Veillée des Abysses (2003-
10), first performed at La Coursive Scène, 
La Rochelle; Au Revoir Parapluie (2007-11), 
created at the Théâtre Vidy-Lausanne,  
which won a Molière Award for Best 
Regional Production in 2007; Raoul (since 
2000), created at the Théâtre Royal de 
Namur, Belgium; and Tabac Rouge (2013-
15), which won a Molière Award for Visual 
Creation in 2014.

Compagnie du Hanneton is supported 
by the Ministère de la Culture DGCA and 
funded by the Fondation BNP Paribas.
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Staff

BARBARA GAINES 
Artistic Director 
Carl and Marilynn Thoma Endowed Chair

CRISS HENDERSON 
Executive Director

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER STAFF

COSTUMES

RYAN MAGNUSON 
Costume Shop Manager 
 
CATHY TANTILLO 
Costume Design Assistant

REBECCA DOROSHUK         
Wardrobe Supervisor

MELISSA BOCHAT 
Crafts Supervisor  
 
CAITLIN ALLEN  
Costume Apprentice

ANGELA ENOS 
TYLER PHILLIPS 
Dressers 
 
JENNIFER SUSAN	  
Costume Intern

ELECTRICS

JEFF GLASS                             
Lighting Supervisor

ALEC THORNE              
Assistant Lighting Supervisor

JOAN E. CLAUSSEN 
Lighting Crew Head

LUKE GERHARDT 
Lighting Manager

KATIE McBEE 
Deck Electrician

JAMES KEGEL 
Lighting Intern

SOUND

PALMER JANKENS 
Sound Supervisor

JOSEPH DISBROW  
Sound Crew Head 
 
PAUL PERRY 
KARLI BLALOCK 
STEPHEN PTACEK 
Sound Crew 
 
WIGS AND MAKE-UP

RICHARD JARVIE 
Wig and Make-up Supervisor

MIGUEL ARMSTRONG 
Wig and Make-up Assistant

JENNIFER MOORE	
Wig and Make-up Apprentice

PROPERTIES  
 
CASSANDRA  
	 WESTOVER 
Properties Supervisor/
Additional Puppet Design

HILLARIE SHOCKLEY 
Assistant Properties 
Supervisor 
 
LISA GRIEBEL 
Properties Carpenter 
 
DAN NURCZYK 
Properties Crew Head

 
OPERATIONS/
FACILITIES
SUSAN KNILL 
Facilities and Operations 
Director

JEANNE DeVORE 
Technology Manager

DANIEL LOPEZ 
Assistant Facilities Manager

RICHARD TENNY 
Custodial Supervisor

DWAYNE BREWER 
MARIBEL CUEVAS 
MARC JACKSON 
FELIX ROSS 
SHENISE THOMAS 
Custodial Assistants

 
TICKETING, GUEST 
SERVICES AND EVENTS
RACHAEL SWANN 
Box Office and Guest 
Services Manager 
 
MAKEDA COHRAN 
Events Director

SCOTT  
	 KLOOSTERMAN 
Box Office Supervisor 
 
DJ CUMMINGS 
CLIO McCONNELL 
MADELYN TOMKO 
Front of House Supervisors 
 
JOHN KUINIUS 
Concessions Supervisor

MEL GILL 
CLAUDIA ROY 
Guest Services Leads

ERIN BAKER 
MEGAN CLAUHS 
NICK CUELLAR 
MATT FRASER 
BRITTNEY GRANT 
KASS HAROUN 
JENNIFER  
	 HUDDLESTON 
MISSY KARLE 
BRENNA MARKLE 
MARY MALONEY 
REGINALD McKAMIE 
JOHNATHAN NIEVES 
MORAYO ORIJA 
RACHEL PENN 
ANDREW PIECHOTA 
KATE ROYAL 
ROQUE SANCHEZ 
CHLOE SCHNEIDER 
JEN SLOAN 
ANDREA TUCCI 
MARGARET WOLFE 
QI ZHANG 
Guest Services Associates 
 
 
CONSULTANTS AND 
SPECIAL SERVICES
BAKER TILLY  
	 VIRCHOW 		
	 KRAUSE, LLP 
Auditor

CAMPBELL AND 		
	 COMPANY 
TAYLAR 	  
	 DEVELOPMENT 
Fundraising Consultants

MARY ANN CRONIN 
The Yard Consultant

ARC WORLDWIDE,  
	 A LEO BURNETT 		
	 COMPANY 
Marketing Partner 
 
JASCULCA TERMAN 
Public Relations Consultant

SMART MARKETING 
Sales Consultant

MEDICAL PROGRAM	   
	 FOR PERFORMING 	  
	 ARTISTS/ MARIA E. 	 
	 REESE, MD 
Medical Services

AON PRIVATE RISK  
	 MANAGEMENT,  
	 STEVEN HEIN 
Insurance Services

HUGHES SOCOL PIERS 
	 RESNICK & DYM, LTD. 
KIRKLAND & ELLIS 
MCDERMOTT WILL  
	 AND EMERY  
NEVIN LAW  
	 GROUP, PLLC  
Legal Services

REGINA BUCCOLA, PH.D. 
Scholar-in-Residence

STEPHEN  
	 BENNETT, PH.D. 
CASEY CALDWELL, MFA 
ELIZABETH  
	 CHARLEBOIS, PH.D. 
IRA MURFIN, PH.D. 
SARAH THIEL, PH.D. 
ALFRED THOMAS, PH.D. 
Guest Lecturers

MICHAEL BROSILOW 
BILL BURLINGHAM 
LIZ LAUREN 
MICHAEL LITCHFIELD 
JOE MAZZA 
CHUCK OSGOOD 
VITO PALMISANO 
JEFF SCIORTINO 
JAMES STEINKAMP 
Photographers

HMS MEDIA, INC. 
Video Production

ARTISTIC
RICK BOYNTON 
Creative Producer 
 
GARY GRIFFIN 
Associate Artistic Director 
 
BOB MASON 
Artistic Associate/ 
Casting Director 
 
HEATHER SCHMUCKER 
Associate Producer 
 
DOREEN SAYEGH  
Manager of International  
and Special Projects 
 
LAURA DURHAM 
Casting Associate 
 
ROSIE BROSS 
Producing Office Assistant

MIKEY GRAY 
Assistant to the  
Creative Prducer

REBECCA  
	 MARSHALLA 
Casting Intern

 
MANAGEMENT
DEBORAH 			 
	 VANDERGRIFT 
General Manager 
 
DANIEL J. HESS 
Company Manager

SAMANTHA  
	 BRAZILLER 
Executive Assistant

HOLLY WILINSKI 
Assistant Company Manager

KEVIN SPELLMAN  
Manager, Special  
Projects: The Yard

JAVIER DUBON 
Arts Leadership Fellow

 

EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
MARILYN J. HALPERIN 
Director of Education  
and Communications  
Ray and Judy McCaskey  
Endowed Chair 
 
JASON HARRINGTON 
Education Outreach Manager 
 
MOLLY TRUGLIA 
Learning Programs Manager 
 
ROXANNA CONNER  
Education Associate

ELIZABETH LYLE 
Education Intern

 
FINANCE
LINDA ORELLANA 
Director of Finance 
 
DAN GRYCZA 
Human Resources Manager/ 
Finance Associate  
 
ALANA RYBAK 
Assistant Director of Finance 
 
ALYSSE HUNTER 
Accounting Manager 
 
MOLLY BRIGGS  
Accounting Associate

 
ADVANCEMENT
E. BROOKE  
	 FLANAGAN  
Managing Director  
for Development and 
External Affairs

HILARY ODOM 
Deputy Director, 
Advancement 

DOTTIE BRIS-BOIS 
Director, Campaign and 		
Major Gifts 
 

KRISTEN CARUSO 
Senior Advancement 
Manager/Board Liaison 
 
LAURA MIKULSKI 
Advancement Manager/  
VIP Concierge 

SAMUEL OSTROWSKI 
Advancement Manager

ERIN STRICK 
Advancement 
Communications Manager 
 
ASHANTIS JONES 
Campaign and Major  
Gifts Coordinator

CAITLYN DeROSA 
Donor Relations and Data 
Coordinator

SAMANTHA PLOTNER 
Gala and Institutional 
Relations Coordinator

NIKOLE ZHIXI ZHANG  
Advancement Intern

 
MARKETING 
 
ALIDA SZABO 
Director of Audience  
Development 
 
JULIE STANTON 
Marketing Director

CATHY TAYLOR  
Public Relations Consultant 
 
HANNAH KENNEDY 
Public Relations Manager

AMANDA CANTLIN 
Senior Marketing Manager

JESSICA CONNOR  
Marketing Assistant—
Advertising and Publications

JENNIFER JONES 
Marketing Assistant/Office 
Administrator

 

PRODUCTION
CHRIS PLEVIN 
Director of Production 
 
JEFF WILLIAMS 
Associate Director of 
Production 

JoHANNAH HAIL 
Production Coordinator

EMMALINE  
	 KEDDY-HECTOR 
Production Office Manager 
 
LUCINDA ALLEN 
PATRICIA LOPEZ 
Production Management 
Apprentices

JONATHAN  
	 CAMPBELL	  
Production Admin Intern

STAGE MANAGEMENT

DEBORAH ACKER 
Production Stage Manager/
Associate Producer

DENNIS J. CONNERS 
Production Stage Manager 
 
SCENERY

ANGELA McMAHON 
ROBERT L. WILSON 
The Toad Knew 
Technical Directors

BRIAN COIL	  
Stage Crew Head

BRADLEY BURI	  
Stage Carpenter Head

EMILY SMITH	  
Stage Crew Apprentice

CALEB McANDREW	  
The Toad Knew  
Technical Coordinator

JACK BIRDWELL	
ADAM HELD 
MICHAEL JANSSENS 
NATHAN SERVISS 
ADAM TODD 
House Carpenters 
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OVER 1,000 ARTISTS

WORLD'S STAGE

FROM 22 COUNTRIES

AND COUNTING...

SPANNING 5 CONTINENTS 

THREE EASY WAYS TO MAKE YOUR GIFT
 	 www.chicagoshakes.com/support

 	 312.667.4952

 �	 Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
	 800 East Grand on Navy Pier 
	 Chicago, IL 60611

Chicago Shakespeare Theater is honored by the support of these leading 

business and civic partners, whose generosity demonstrates a commitment to 

enriching our vibrant Chicago community. We are pleased to recognize these 

organizations for their dedication to artistic excellence, innovative approaches 

to enhancing education and impactful community outreach initiatives.

Reflects gifts received between July 1, 2015–September 6, 2017

Community Partners

DONOR HONOR ROLL

BENEFACTORS
$50,000–$99,999

Allscripts 
Allstate Insurance Company
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation 
A. N. and Pearl G. Barnett Family Foundation
BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois 
Bulley & Andrews 
Exelon
Food For Thought
ITW 
JLL 
KPMG LLP 
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts
Polk Bros. Foundation
The Shubert Foundation

SUSTAINERS
$25,000–$49,999

American Express 
Aon 
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott LLP
Helen Brach Foundation
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
The Chicago Community Trust 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater Fund at
	 The Chicago Community Trust
Citadel 
The Crown Family  
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 
The Grover Hermann Foundation  
HMS Media, Inc.
Illinois Arts Council Agency 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP  
MDR Creative

GUARANTORS
$100,000 & ABOVE

Arc Worldwide 
BMO Harris Bank
The Boeing Company 
ComEd
The Davee Foundation
Dover Foundation 
Julius Frankel Foundation
Land O’ Frost 
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust 
Robert R. McCormick Foundation 
Northern Trust 
Pritzker Military Museum & Library 
Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
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CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER DONOR HONOR ROLL

Members of the Shakespeare Society provide vital annual support to sustain Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater’s mission. The commitment of these steadfast individuals helped 
to build a home for Shakespeare in Chicago that has endured for the past three 
decades. We are deeply grateful for their extraordinary investment in the Theater’s 
guiding principles to serve as a cultural leader, citizen, and ambassador for our city.

Reflects gifts received between July 1, 2016–September 6, 2017

Shakespeare Society

$100,000 & ABOVE	 Raymond and Judy McCaskey
				    Burton X. and Sheli Z. Rosenberg
				    Timothy R. Schwertfeger and Gail Waller
				    Carl and Marilynn Thoma
				    Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
				  
$50,000–$99,999		  Anne and Andrew Abel Charitable Fund
				    Joyce Chelberg
				    Harve A. Ferrill
				    Sonja and Conrad Fischer
				    Barbara and Richard Franke
				    Virginia and Gary Gerst
				    Jan and Bill Jentes
				    Lew and Susan Manilow
				    Peter and Alicia Pond
				    Richard W. Porter and Lydia S. Marti
				    John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe
				    Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Foundation
				    The Segal Family Foundation
				    Barbara and Barre Seid Foundation
				    Anonymous

$25,000–$49,999		  Ada and Whitney Addington
				    Julie and Roger Baskes
				    Duane and Susan Burnham
				    Conant Family Foundation
				    Kent and Liz Dauten, Keystone Capital Inc.
				    Jeanne Ettelson
				    Elizabeth Yntema and Mark Ferguson
				    Greg Gallopoulos
				    The Family of Jack Karp
				    Chase and Mark Levey
				    Anna and Robert Livingston
				    Judith Loseff
				    Malott Family Foundation
				    Bob and Becky McLennan
				    Barbara Molotsky
				    Madhavan and Teresa Nayar
				    Mark Ouweleen and Sarah Harding
				    Sheila Penrose and Ernie Mahaffey
				    Joseph G. Phelps
				    Paulita Pike and Zulfiqar Bokhari
				    Glenn and Danielle Richter
				    Steve and Robin Solomon
				    Harvey and Mary Struthers
				    Gayle and Glenn R. Tilles
				    Pam and Doug Walter
				    Anonymous

Ambiente Chicago
BBJ Linen
Broco Partnership
Communications Direct
Goldman, Sachs & Company
Kovler Family Foundation
National Alliance for Musical Theatre's  
	 National Fund for New Musicals
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Strategic Hotel Capital Inc.

$1,000–$4,999

Accenture
Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill Architecture
Tuey and Karen Butler Connell,  
	 Butler Family Foundation
Challenger, Gray & Christmas, Inc.
CIBC 
Clark Hill PLC
James B. Connor, Duke Realty Corporation
GCM Grosvenor
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Harris Family Foundation
The Irving Harris Foundation
Intersection
Madison Dearborn Partners
Make It Better Media
Mazza Foundation
Newcastle Limited
Peoples Gas
PNC
The REAM Foundation
The Rhodes Foundation
Ropes & Gray LLP
Phil Stefani's Children's Foundation
Wintrust

$10,000–$24,999

Bukiety Floral Design
Charcoalblue
Chicago Public Media
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Hall's Rental Service
The James Huntington Foundation
The Libra Foundation
NIB Foundation
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
William Blair & Company
Anonymous

$5,000–$9,999

Nuveen Investments 
PwC 
Prince Charitable Trusts
Razny Jewelers 
Shakespeare in American Communities:  
	 National Endowment for the Arts in partnership  
	 with Arts Midwest
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Starwood Hotels and Resorts

$25,000–$49,999
(continued)
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CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER

Thanks to the contributions of CST’s family of donors, we can continue to delight 
audiences in Chicago and around the world through our trademark approach to 
theater that is inspired by the spirit of Shakespeare. Annual donations offset the 
substantial expense of producing theater of uncompromising quality and ambition. 
In recognition of the enhanced level of support provided by our Bard Circle donors 
of $1,000 or more, CST provides exclusive privileges and behind-the-scenes access.

Reflects gifts received between July 1, 2016–September 6, 2017

BARD CIRCLE AMBASSADORS $10,000–$24,999
Frank and Kathy Ballantine
Mr. and Mrs. Brit J. Bartter
Kate Blomgren
Thomas L. and Cairy S. 

Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Allan E. Bulley III
John P. Davidson and  

Shirley A. Schaeffer
Robert Dohmen
Brian and Yasmina Duwe

Joan and Kevin Evanich
Jim and Karen Frank
Richard and Mary L. Gray
Brenda and James Grusecki
Hill and Cheryl Hammock
King and Caryn Harris
David Hiller
The Jaquith Family 

Foundation
John and Judy Keller

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Kent
Michael Charles Litt
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. 

McKenna
Edward and Lucy R.  

Minor Foundation
Christopher and Erin O'Brien
Cathy and Bill Osborn
John and Colette Rau
Sal and Nazneen Razi

Muneer Satter and  
Kristen Hertel

Karla Scherer
Judy and David Schiffman
Eric Q. Strickland
Helen and Richard Thomas
Bill and Char Tomazin
Ronald and Geri Yonover
Anonymous (2)

BARD CIRCLE FELLOWS $5,000–$9,999

Janice and Philip Beck
Andrew and Amy Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Bobins, 

The Robert Thomas  
Bobins Foundation

William and Joan Brodsky 
Foundation, Inc.

Barbara and Jim Bronner 
Fund of the Yampa Valley 
Community Foundation

Linda and Michael Welsh
Patrick Richard Daley
Mr. and Mrs. William J. 

Devers Jr.
Shawn M. Donnelley and 

Christopher M. Kelly
La and Philip Engel
Michael Fain and  

Judith Barnard

Mimi and Bud Frankel
J. Friedman
Barbara Gaines
Sue and Melvin Gray
Joan M. Hall
Michael R. Haney
Kathryn Hayley and  

Mark Ketelsen
Kimberlee S. Herold
Stewart Hudnut and  

Vivian Leith
Fruman, Marian and  

Lisa Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser 

Christie and John Kelly
Klaff Family Foundation
Susan and Richard Lenny
Jane and Richard Lipton

Margaret and Steven 
McCormick

Amanda and Jess Merten
Pamela G. Meyer
Ellie and Bob Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Miller
Mike and Adele Murphy
Linda and Dennis Myers
Dr. Martha Nussbaum
Dennis Olis
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. 

Patten, Jr.
Connie and Don Patterson
John and Betsey Puth
Richard and Donna 

Rosenberg
D. Roskin
Linda and David Ross
Mike and Debbie Rude

Dr. and Mrs. James  
Scheffler, M.D.

Kenneth Sharigian
Robin L. and Timothy D. 

Sheehan
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Chuck Simanek and  

Edna Burke
Mr. and Mrs. William Staley
Jennifer Steans and  

Jim Kastenholz
Marjorie and Louis Susman
Richard and Elaine Tinberg
Howard J. Trienens
The Wesselink Family 

Foundation
Ray and Donna Whitacre
Anonymous (3)

BARD CIRCLE PATRONS $2,500–$4,999
James L. Alexander and 

Curtis Drayer
Catherine Allegra
Dalia and Jurgis Anysas
Trish and Bob Barr
John W. Barriger
John Blazey
Drs. Gregory Boshart and 

William Lawrence
Judy and John Bross
Allan and Sallie Bulley
Brian Burrows
Stephen C. and Patricia B. 

Carlson
Richard and Ann Carr
The Cherrett Family
Lew Collens

Mark and Connie Crane
Mary Ann Cronin
Keith S. Crow and  

Elizabeth Parker Crow
Carl Cucco and Blythe Lee
Judy and Tapas K.  

Das Gupta
Mr. Paul Dengel and  

Ms. Paula J. Morency
Philip and Marsha Dowd
Bruce and Marnie Duff
John Edelman and  

Suzanne Krohn
George Engeln and  

Denise Stewart
Edward Ferguson
Lili Ferguson

Nellie and Sheldon Fink
Lois Farrell Fisher
E. Brooke Flanagan
Patricia and Martin Freeman
Ethel and Bill Gofen
Joan J. Golder
Jennifer and Isaac Goldman
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