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Chicago takes center stage in 2016 with 
SHAKESPEARE 400 CHICAGO, as more than 1,000 
local and international artists create a global 
celebration of Shakespeare like no other in the 
world. During this landmark year, Shakespeare is 
alive on our stages, in our schools and across our 
neighborhoods. This international festival helps 
reaffirm Chicago’s role as a global destination for 
cultural tourism. In 2016, the enterprising spirit of 
Shakespeare meets the entrepreneurial spirit of 
Chicago. I want to thank everyone who is working 
hard to ensure that it will be a great success.

Rahm Emanuel, Mayor

CITY OF CHICAGO

Chicago Shakespeare is proud to present SHAKESPEARE 400 CHICAGO, 
a global celebration made possible by an unprecedented collaboration of 
Chicago institutions. This yearlong festival both showcases the collective 
impact of our city’s world-class cultural community and invites hundreds of 
artists from across the globe to make Chicago their stage in 2016. Embracing 
the audacious spirit of our eponymous playwright, this year features an 
astonishing array of artists and thinkers. Shakespeare comes to life across 
disciplines, through inspirational acts of theater, dance, music, spectacle—
even cuisine. It’s a celebration 400 years in the making. A bold undertaking, 
true to the spirit of our global city and the greatest playwright of all time. This 
is Shakespeare 400 Chicago. Come play your part.

Barbara Gaines	 Criss Henderson	 Doreen Sayegh 
Artistic Director	 Executive Director	 Festival Producer

 
CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER

SHAKESPEARE 400 CHICAGO LEAD SPONSORS

The Harold and Mimi  
Steinberg Charitable Trust

ARTISTIC
RICK BOYNTON 
Creative Producer

GARY GRIFFIN 
Associate Artistic Director

BOB MASON 
Artistic Associate/Casting Director

HEATHER SCHMUCKER 
Associate Producer

DOREEN SAYEGH 
Festival Producer,  
Shakespeare 400 Chicago

DANIEL J. HESS 
Company Manager

LAURA DURHAM 
Casting Assistant

JACK EIDSON 
Assistant to the Creative Producer

SALVADOR F. GARZA 
Assistant Company Manager

HOLLY WILINSKI 
Company Management Intern

MIKEY GRAY 
Casting Intern

 EDUCATION
MARILYN J. HALPERIN 
Director of Education and  
Communications  
Ray and Judy McCaskey  
Endowed Chair

JASON HARRINGTON 
Education Outreach Manager

MOLLY TRUGLIA 
Learning Programs Manager

ROXANNA CONNER 
Education Associate

ABIGAIL ARMATO 
COURTNEY QUINN 
Education Interns

 ADMINISTRATION
LINDA ORELLANA 
Director of Finance

DAN GRYCZA 
Human Resources Director/ 
Finance Associate

ALANA RYBAK 
Assistant Director of Finance 

ALYSSE HUNTER 
Accounting Manager

MOLLY BRIGGS 
Accounts Payable Assistant

JILL FENSTERMAKER 
Executive Assistant

SARAH LAEUCHLI 
KEVIN SPELLMAN 
Arts Leadership Fellows

ADVANCEMENT
E. BROOKE FLANAGAN  
Director of Institutional Advancement

DOTTIE BRIS-BOIS 
Director of Special Gifts

HILARY ODOM 
Director of Corporate and  
Foundation Relations 

KRISTEN CARUSO 
Advancement Manager/ 
Board Liaison

LAURA MIKULSKI 
Advancement Manager /  
VIP Concierge 

ERIN STRICK 
Institutional Relations Coordinator

SAMUEL OSTROWSKI 
Special Projects Coordinator

DAVE TOPOROV 
Annual Fund Coordinator

CAITLYN DeROSA 
Donor Relations and Research 
Coordinator

CAMILLE HOWARD 
Campaign Coordinator

 MARKETING
ALIDA SZABO 
Director of Audience Development

JULIE STANTON 
Marketing Director

CATHY TAYLOR 
Public Relations Consultant

HANNAH KENNEDY 
Public Relations Associate 

AMANDA CANTLIN 
Senior Marketing Manager

JUDY McCLOSKEY 
Digital Communications Assistant

JESSICA CONNOR 
Marketing Assistant–Advertising  
and Publications

JENNIFER JONES 
Marketing Assistant/Office 
Administrator

EMMA PERRIN 
MAGGIE WOLFE 
Marketing Interns

ANTHONY VEGA 
Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks 
Community and Audience 
Development Consultant

CLARA ROTTER-LAITMAN 
Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks 
Assistant Project Manager

DEKKA HODGES 
ALEXANDER FELLOWS 
Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks 
Interns

PRODUCTION
CHRIS PLEVIN 
Director of Production

JEFF WILLIAMS 
Associate Director of Production

JoHANNAH HAIL 
Production Coordinator

SEAN KATHLEEN ROCKE 
Production Office Manager

SARAH GEIS 
Production Management Apprentice  

STAGE MANAGEMENT
DEBORAH ACKER 
Production Stage Manager/ 
Associate Producer

DENNIS J. CONNERS 
Production Stage Manager

SCENERY 
ANGIE MCMAHON 
ROBERT L. WILSON 
Assistant Technical Director

BRIAN COIL 
Stage Crew Head

MATTHEW BLACK 
Stage Crew Apprentice

COSTUMES
RYAN MAGNUSON 
Costume Shop Manager

CATHY TANTILLO 
Costume Design Assistant

REBECCA DOROSHUK             
Costume Shop Assistant/ 
Rentals Manager

MELISSA BOCHAT             
Crafts Supervisor

EMILY OWENS         
Costume Shop Apprentice

 ELECTRICS
ERIC BRANSON 
Lighting Supervisor

JOAN E. CLAUSSEN 
Lighting Crew Head

 SOUND
JAMES SAVAGE 
Sound Supervisor

PALMER JANKENS 
Associate Sound Supervisor

CRISTY TROIA 
Sound Crew Head

 WIGS AND MAKE-UP
MELISSA VEAL 
Head of Wigs and Make-up

JESSIE “JAX” CONTRERAS 
Wig and Make-up Assistant

PROPERTIES 
CASSANDRA WESTOVER 
Properties Supervisor

ERIN OHLAND  
Assistant Properties Supervisor

LISA GRIEBEL 
Properties Carpenter

DAN NURCZYK  
Properties Crew Head

OPERATIONS/FACILITIES
SUSAN KNILL 
Facilities and Operations Director

JEANNE DEVORE 
Technology Manager

DANIEL LOPEZ 
Facilities Assistant

RICHARD TENNY 
Custodial Supervisor

DWAYNE BREWER 
MARIBEL CUEVAS 
OCTAVIOUS MOODY 
Custodial Assistants

 TICKETING, GUEST  
	 SERVICES AND EVENTS
RACHAEL SWANN 
Box Office and Guest Services Manager

MAKEDA COHRAN 
Events Manager

PHIL BRANKIN 
BLANCA HERNANDEZ 
SCOTT KLOOSTERMAN 
Front of House Supervisors

JOHN KUINIUS 
Concessions Supervisor

ADAM CIFARELLI 
KYLE CORNELL 
DJ CUMMINGS 
ALLISON DIAMOND 
MEL GILL 
KASS HAROUN 
SHANA MEYERAND 
JOHNATHAN NIEVES 
RICCI PRIOLETTI 
JACQUELINE POJASEK 
JASMINE SAWYER 
EMILY STEWARD 
SHARAINA TURNAGE 
TRISTIEN WINFREE 
LAUREN WIMMER 
CLAIRE UNGER 
VIOLET VARA 
Guest Services Associates

CHRIS SIMEK SHARON  
AND TOM McLEAN 
Saints’ Volunteer Usher Coordinators

Carl and Marilynn Thoma  
Endowed Chair

co-created + directed by  
Michole Biancosino 
co-created, written +  
as performed by  
David Carl

FOLLOW US @chicagoshakes

GET SOCIAL
#SHAKES400CHI

Whether you’re sitting in the 
Theater, on the El or just relaxing 
at home, share Celebrity One-Man 
Hamlet with your friends!

LIKE US /chicagoshakespeare

VISIT US chicagoshakes.com

TAG US @chicagoshakes

ONE-MAN



SUMMER + FALL 2016 HIGHLIGHTS

AT CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE
+ AROUND THE CITY

Check out the full lineup of programs at:

Song of the Goat  

SONGS OF LEAR
SEPTEMBER 15–18
directed by Grzegorz Bral • composed by  
Jean-Claude Acquaviva + Maciej Rychły

fr
om

 P
O

LA
N

D

Foro Shakespeare  

ENAMORARSE  
DE UN INCENDIO
SEPTEMBER 22–24
written + directed by Eduardo Pavez Goye
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Company Theatre Mumbai 
PIYA BEHRUPIYA  
(TWELFTH NIGHT)
SEPTEMBER 27 + 29
Presented by Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
+ Eye on India 
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Art Institute of Chicago 

SUPERNATURAL  
SHAKESPEARE
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 10

Shanghai Jingju Theatre Company's 

THE REVENGE OF  
PRINCE ZI DAN (HAMLET)
SEPTEMBER 28 + 29 
@ The Harris Theater for Music and Dance

fr
om
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The Joffrey Ballet 

ROMEO & JULIET
OCTOBER 13–23, 2016 
@ Auditorium Theatre

Scholars from 10 universities share their perspectives

ALL YEAR LONG • ONLINE + ON THE GO

Contemporary work and historical context intersect 
as more than thirty scholars reflect on the breadth of 
programming in Shakespeare 400 Chicago in a blog 
format accessible to audiences around the world.

CITYDESK400

TUG OF WAR: CIVIL STRIFE 
HENRY VI PARTS 2 AND 3, RICHARD III
SEPTEMBER 15–OCTOBER 9
by William Shakespeare  
adapted + directed by Barbara Gaines

38 Plays. 38 Chefs. 
CULINARY  
COMPLETE WORKS  
ALL YEAR LONG
Restaurants across Chicago

The Improvised Shakespeare Company 

IMPROVISED 
SHAKESPEARE
ALL YEAR LONG 
The iO Theater

Pritzker Military Museum & Library 

SHAKESPEARE AND  
THE CITIZEN SOLDIER
ALL YEAR LONG

Theater Zuidpool’s 

MACBETH
AUGUST 21-22, 2016 
@ Thalia Hall 
Presented by Chicago Shakespeare  
+ Thalia Hall

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE 
IN THE PARKS TWELFTH NIGHT
JULY 14–AUGUST 14—FREE FOR ALL
by William Shakespeare  
adapted + directed by Kirsten Kelly

fr
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Photos by Jeanette Sears

David Carl’s 
Celebrity One-Man Hamlet 
JULY 12-17, 2016

Produced by Richard Jordan Productions,  
PM2 Entertainment + Project Y  
in association with 
Underbelly

Co-creator, Writer +  
Performer

Co-creator + Director

Puppet + Video Designer

CST Duty Technician

DAVID CARL

MICHOLE BIANCOSINO
DAVID CARL
KEVIN DWYER

Profiles
David Carl (Co-creator/Writer/Performer/Puppet Designer/Video Designer) is an actor, 
comedian and impressionist in NYC, raised in Dallas, and born in Richmond, VA. Mr. Carl plays 
Gary Busey in Point Break LIVE! (which played the Bottom Lounge in Chicago in 2015 and 2016) 
and David Carl’s Celebrity One-Man Hamlet, which he wrote with some help from Shakespeare. 
The latter was a breakout hit of the 2014 New York International Fringe Festival, receiving an 
extended run at Baruch College and an award for “Overall Excellence in Solo Performance.” He 
and a production team including Michole Biancosino (director/co-creator), Peter Michael Marino 
(producer) and Richard Jordan (producer) took the show to Edinburgh Fringe last August for 
twenty-four shows at Underbelly Cowgate. He and Katie Hartman recently created a dark comedy 
with music, called David and Katie Get Re-Married, about a couple who has been married, divorced 
and then decides to get married again and teach their witnesses (the audience since none of 
their friends and family came this time) how to “love correctly” through music, dance and original 
wedding rituals. You may have seen him in the Awesome 80’s Prom, on Guiding Light and All My 
Children, and in plays with Project Y and Slant Theatre, or you may have heard his voice on the 
radio, TV or the internet. He has recorded dozens of voice-overs: from depressed refrigerators to 
talking Chicken McNuggets. He also has a show called 100 Impressions in 30 Minutes with David 
Carl, and has spent the last year playing all of the presidential candidates in the debates before 
they happen in Road to the White House. This July he is playing Donald Trump in a special Trump 
vs. Hillary debate show in Philly during the Democratic Convention. Mr. Carl has a BFA from the 
University of Evansville in Performance, an MFA from Rutgers (Mason Gross) in Acting and has 
completed improv training at UCB, the Magnet and The PIT.  He performs improv twice a week 
with Skycopter and Cannonball at the PIT.

Michole Biancosino (Co-creator/Director) is a co-founding artistic director of the award 
winning Project Y Theatre Company in NYC. Other collaborations with David Carl include the 
original show The Power of Me, a send up of modern spiritual gurus and the culture of self-help 
books, and the original musical David and Katie Get Re-Married.  Recent directing credits include: 
Connected by Lia Romeo (59E59 Theaters); Addie Walsh’s That’s All I Got (United Solo Festival 
award winner “Best Variety Show”); the World Premiere of Lee Blessing’s User’s Guide to Hell; and 
the hit-musical LoveSick or THINGS THAT DON’T HAPPEN by Lia Romeo (59E59 Theaters, followed 
by a year-long pop-up tour at venues in Brooklyn and NYC). Ms. Biancosino is also the Founder of 
the Women in Theatre Festival at Theatre Row in NYC, a curated three-week festival of new plays 
by women writers, and genre-bending new works for the stage and online. Her work has been 
supported by grants from NYSCA, The Puffin Foundation, ART/NY, NY Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Brooklyn Arts Council. She is the recipient of the SDC Gielgud Fellowship for directing. 
She received her MFA from Rutgers University and BA from Middlebury College.  
www.micholebiancosino.com

Richard Jordan Productions (Producer) is an Olivier and Tony Award-winning 
production company under the leadership of British producer Richard Jordan. Based 
in London, the company was founded in 1998 and enjoys associations with many of the 
world’s leading theaters and arts organizations. It has produced over 190 productions in 
the UK and 21 other countries, including 70 world premieres and 81 European, Australian 
or US premieres. Mr. Jordan has been at the forefront of developing and presenting works 
by a diverse range of established and emerging writers and artists. Described by The 
Stage newspaper “as one of the UK’s most prolific theatre producers” and named seven 
times in their annual list of the top 100 UK theater professionals, he was the first recipient 
of the TIF/Society of London Theatre Producers Award. In London, his co-production of 
Roadkill won the Laurence Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement at an Affiliate 
Theatre. In New York, his co-production of Christopher Durang’s play Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike received the Tony Award for Best New Play, as well as the Drama Desk, 
Drama League, New York Critics, Broadway.com and Outer Critics Circle Best New Play 
Awards. Past productions in the US have received the Helen Hayes, US Black Alliance, 
Jeff and Obie Awards. Mr. Jordan enjoys a close relationship with Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater with whom he has produced: Itsoseng; en route; A History of Everything; Roadkill; 
Dickens’ Women; Cadre; Since I Suppose; A Q Brothers’ Christmas Carol and world tours of 
The Q Brothers’ Funk It Up About Nothin’ and Othello: The Remix. Later this year they will 
produce together a new commission: unpathed waters, undreamed shores.

PM2 Entertainment (Producer) is the producing company led by Peter Michael 
Marino, a NYC-based, award-winning director, producer and performer. He is the creator/
co-producer of SOLOCOM at The PIT which has launched over 250 original solo comedies 
since 2013. Mr. Marino’s solo show Desperately Seeking the Exit chronicled the making 
and unmaking of his West End Blondie musical flop Desperately Seeking Susan; receiving 
5-star reviews at the 2012 and 2013 Edinburgh Fringe. The show transferred to London’s 
Leicester Square Theatre following runs from Hollywood to Adelaide. Mr. Marino also 
banged on cans for five years in STOMP (Off-Broadway). www.petermmarino.com

CST is a leading international theater 
company, known for extraordinary 
productions; unlocking Shakespeare’s work 
for educators and students; and serving 
as Chicago’s cultural ambassador through 
its World’s Stage Series. Throughout 2016, 
CST is spearheading the international 

arts and culture festival, Shakespeare 400 Chicago, a citywide celebration of the 
playwright’s 400-year legacy. CST serves as a partner in literacy to Chicago Public 
Schools, working alongside English teachers to help struggling readers connect 
with Shakespeare in the classroom, and bringing his text to life on stage for 40,000 
students every year. And each summer, 30,000 families and audience members 
of all ages welcome the free Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks tour into their 
neighborhoods across the far north, west and south sides of the city. Reflecting 
the global city it calls home, CST is the leading producer of international work in 
Chicago, and has toured its plays abroad to Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, Canada/
North America and the Middle East. Under the leadership of Artistic Director 
Barbara Gaines and Executive Director Criss Henderson, CST was the recipient of 
a Regional Theatre Tony Award. Its work has been recognized internationally with 
three of London’s prestigious Laurence Olivier Awards, and by the Chicago theater 
community with over 80 Joseph Jefferson Awards for Artistic Excellence. CST’s 
work with Chicago Public School students and teachers was recognized by the White 
House in 2014 with the National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award.


