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Welcome to Chicago Shakespeare’s 30th Anniversary Season! It is hard to believe 

that three decades have passed since our first performance of Henry V was staged 

on the roof of the Red Lion Pub. What a journey it has been. We launch this next 

chapter of our company against the backdrop of an artistically thrilling season. 

Shakespeare 400 Chicago continues to turn the world’s eyes to our city—as we 

spearhead this yearlong international festival, featuring more than 1,000 artists 

in 850 events, spanning 120 venues. Construction of our third theater, The Yard 

at Chicago Shakespeare, is well underway next door on Navy Pier, expanding our 

artistic home with a uniquely flexible state-of-the-imagination platform. The stage 

is certainly set for the continued growth and evolution of Chicago’s global home 

for Shakespeare.

Reflective of our city’s spirit of making “no small plans,” Tug of War: Civil Strife 

continues the most artistically ambitious project in our company’s history.  

Staging a total of six of Shakespeare’s history plays in two parts, as the center 

piece of our yearlong, citywide festival in 2016, is an epic undertaking, and one  

that has been met with national and international acclaim. We are truly grateful  

to you, our loyal audience members, for your spirit of adventure as we continue  

to explore the canon in a myriad of ways. In this anniversary season we look 

forward to celebrating the Spirit of Shakespeare with you—one that is alive and  

well in Chicago.

Enjoy the show! n

DEAR FRIENDS,

Welcome

Barbara Gaines 
Artistic Director 
Carl and Marilynn Thoma 
Endowed Chair 

Criss Henderson 
Executive Director

Steve Solomon 
Chair, Board of Directors
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The Yard will be Chicago Shakespeare’s third stage.  
Together with its two existing performance spaces,  
The Yard will amplify the Theater's artistic vision and 
community impact. Introducing a new trend in theater 
architecture to Chicago, the design features a series of 
mobile “towers” that allow The Yard to be configured  
in a variety of shapes and sizes, with audience capacities 
ranging from 150 to 850.

INTRODUCING  

THE YARD  
AT CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE

www.chicagoshakes.com/yard
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CST is a global theatrical force, known for vibrant productions that reflect 
Shakespeare’s genius for storytelling, language and empathy for the human 
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culture festival, Shakespeare 400 Chicago, a yearlong, citywide celebration of the 
playwright's 400-year legacy. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Barbara 
Gaines and Executive Director Criss Henderson, CST is dedicated to creating 
extraordinary productions of classics, new works and family programming; to 
unlocking Shakespeare’s work for educators and students; and to serving as 
Chicago’s cultural ambassador through its World’s Stage Series. CST serves as a 
partner in literacy to Chicago Public Schools, working alongside English teachers 
to help struggling readers connect with Shakespeare in the classroom. His words 
are brought to life on stage for 40,000 students from across the Midwest every 
year. Each summer, 30,000 families and audience members of all ages welcome the 
free Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks tour into their neighborhoods across the far 
north, west and south sides of the city. Reflecting the global city it calls home, CST 
is the leading producer of international work in Chicago, and has toured its plays to 
Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, Canada/North America and the Middle East.

CST is proud to take an active role in empowering the next generation of literate, 
engaged cultural champions and creative minds. The Theater’s tradition of 
excellence and civic leadership has been honored with numerous national and 
international awards, including the Regional Theatre Tony Award, three Laurence 
Olivier Awards and eighty Joseph Jefferson Awards. CST’s work with Chicago 
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Small wonder. He was providing for his audience a story 

of themselves, one that most of them knew at least 

vaguely but that none had ever seen on stage: the story 

of how a long civil war had shaped their lives—of how 

the strife that had torn their country apart for thirty-

five years had ultimately, albeit precariously, pulled it 

together to produce the newly prosperous, powerful 

nation they lived in now.

Shakespeare, being Shakespeare, is most interested 

in the strife; that’s what great plays do best. Today’s 

begin with double trouble: as the young King Henry 

seals an ill-advised marriage that will compromise his 

country’s future, his nobles resurrect an older dispute as 

to whether Henry should be king at all. His grandfather 

Henry IV seized the crown from its rightful inheritor, 

Richard II, who was promptly killed in prison. Now, two 

generations later, Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, 

asserts a rival claim, as heir through a line of succession 

senior (hence superior) to Henry’s own. Amid garden-

party chatter, England’s angriest potentates pick sides 

and pluck roses: red for those who stand by Henry’s 

claim and the House of Lancaster; white for those who 

support rebellious Richard and the House of York. The 

Wars of the Roses begin.

Shakespeare made up that garden scene and with it, in 

effect, the name by which we know the wars themselves 

(flowers didn’t figure so prominently in the actual 

The three plays compassed in  
Tug of War: Civil Strife were  		

Shakespeare’s first huge hits. 

THE JOHN W. AND JEANNE M. ROWE INQUIRY AND EXPLORATION SERIES

Now and Then
Visit chicagoshakes.com  
to explore more ideas 
and stories behind the  
art on CST’s stages.

TUG OF WAR: CIVIL STRIFE 
HENRY VI PARTS 2 & 3   RICHARD III 
 
n	 �BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

n	 �ADAPTED AND DIRECTED BY  
BARBARA GAINES 

n	 COURTYARD THEATER

n	 SEPTEMBER 15– 
	 OCTOBER 9, 2016

n	 312.595.5600

n	 �WWW.CHICAGOSHAKES.COM 

Four hundred years after his death, Shakespeare continues to raise questions, arguments, and point/
counterpoints among—and sometimes between—scholars and theater practitioners. The same 
script through different lenses reveals itself in a myriad of ways—leaving us, the readers of text and 
performance, to think and rethink our own points of view. Such is the legacy that Shakespeare left us.  
We hope that our program notes enrich, deepen, and sometimes even challenge our audiences’ 
experience with the production they witness.

Stuart Sherman, who 
contributes this essay 
and served as Scholar-in- 
Residence on Tug of War, 
is a Professor of English 
at Fordham University 
and the author of Telling 
Time: Clocks, Diaries, and 
English Diurnal Form, 
1660–1785.
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conflicts). As playwright, he wanted the vivid visual of red and white (crimson 

blood? Anglo skin?)—but he displays not the least interest in adjudicating 

the rightness of the competing claims. For him, they operate mainly as what 

Hitchcock liked to call a MacGuffin—the mere, almost incidental occasion (the 

embezzled cash in Psycho; the sculpted bird in The Maltese Falcon) for digging 

deep into the intricacies of human dynamics. 

And (for Shakespeare as for Hitchcock) into their horror too. Shakespeare 

stages the Wars almost as an experiment designed to track the ways in which 

the lust for power produces and then preys on a pervasive chaos, first within 

the powerless communities it afflicts, and ultimately even in the lives and souls 

of the powerful themselves. Here at the start of his career, Shakespeare (boldly, 

oddly) casts himself as the playhouse’s prime chronicler of disintegrations.

At the start of the experiment, he creates a tiny control group, two characters 

capable of conceiving the way the world might work if it were working well. 

The devoutly Christian Henry VI repeatedly imagines an England rendered 

whole and healthy by fraternal love; his uncle and protector Humphrey (last 

surviving brother of the late, luminous Henry V) preaches and pursues the 

practice of just government.

But this world doesn’t work that way; soon enough, the plays’ fragile control 

group loses control. Shakespeare makes the ensuing wars feel at once chaotic 

and mercilessly logical: a cycle of rage and vengeance (eye for eye, tooth 

for tooth, death for death) wherein love itself turns toxic. Sons’ devotion 

to their murdered fathers, and fathers’ sorrow for their slaughtered sons, 

trigger a sequence of reprisals so relentless that when, in one scene, a father 

accidentally kills his own son and another son his own father, their doomed 

symmetries read as mere sample rather than outlier, in a world where violence 

is the only logic left. 
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And then, from amid the chaos, Shakespeare shapes a new and startling 

coherence, in the form of a single sharply focused, suddenly central character: 

Richard, Duke of Gloucester, physically deformed and mentally matchless. His 

lust for power surpasses (in energy, in ingenuity) any we have seen so far; it 

aims as much at our complicity as at England’s throne. By his intimate asides 

and killing jokes, Richard makes clear that in the void and violence of civil 

strife, he sees, and will seize, the opportunity for his own advancement. Having 

emerged from his mother’s womb “like unto a chaos,” he will contrive (like many 

a more recent but less dexterous monster) to commute the chaos inside him 

and around him into a conquering and ruinous charisma. In his climb toward 

kingship, Richard brings the long war’s deathly demolitions to their peak; in his 

fall, he brings them to an end.

And in that end, Shakespeare’s audience readily detected their own beginnings. 

They knew that Henry Tudor, Richard’s conqueror, had inaugurated for England 

a century and more of relative peace and rising power extending to the present 

moment. When Henry, descended from the House of Lancaster, married a 

daughter of the House of York, they inaugurated a newly blended line of 

succession: their son was Henry VIII, and their granddaughter Elizabeth I, whose 

political cunning had elevated her nation’s wealth and worldliness, and whose 

passion for theater sustained the new professional playhouses, and hence these 

playgoers’ present pleasure in Shakespeare’s hypnotic staging of their past.

But however neatly the past seems knitted up, the present will always feel 

precarious. At the time these plays premiered, Elizabeth I was in her late fifties 

and childless. The open question of succession, and with it the real possibilities 

of renewed rebellion and civil strife, loomed large in the audience’s minds, and 

no doubt laced their pleasure with an undercurrent of anxiety: this can happen 

again; this can happen here. Shakespeare, exploring the disintegrations of other 

centuries, was learning fast how to play upon the audience’s deepest present 

fears and hopes—whenever, and wherever, that present might take place.

And so he tells our stories too as, caught (to echo Hamlet) between the election 

and our hopes, we wait another turning of history’s restless tide. In these three 

chronicles of the ways things fall apart, the only knitting-together that holds fast 

is the extraordinary growth of Shakespeare’s art. He was about twenty-seven 

when he started the first of these hits, about twenty-nine when he finished the 

last; en route he mastered more than any playwright had grasped before about 

how to do what Hamlet says a play must do: hold the mirror up to nature, and 

(in the Prince’s mysterious, infinitely suggestive phrase) show the age and body 

of the time its form and pressure. 

That was more than four centuries ago. And here we are. n

THE JOHN W. AND JEANNE M. ROWE INQUIRY AND EXPLORATION SERIES
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400 YEARS ON, 
SHAKESPEARE 
STILL HAS A KNACK 
FOR BUSINESS

 LEADERSHIP
 LESSONS
 FROM THE

BARD

The unstable economic and political world of William Shakespeare 

was refl ected in some of his greatest plays. He explored the strengths 

and weaknesses of leaders in disruptive environments, and showed 

in his business how to shape a wealth-creating, corporate, culture. 

Read how he did it at www.shakespeareleadership.com
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Tug of War serves as a metaphor of war, of all our wars. 

Of Troy, Saigon, Gettysburg, Stalingrad, Somme, Kabul. 

Of foreign wars and civil wars. Tug of War is, for me, the 

history of civilization. It’s chilling to watch as history 

repeats itself, the repetition of themes, of human behavior, 

of selfish mistakes.

Shakespeare weaves a counterpoint between the voices 

of commoners and royals. In the tension between the 

common soldiers who often speak in prose, and the royals 

who speak in iambic pentameter, Shakespeare composes 

an opera. I imagined Tug of War as a musical history 

cycle, a tapestry between the music and the language, 

between the actors and the musicians. In their simplicity 

and humanity, the songs you will hear are written and 

performed to touch us, to rally us towards a cause, to 

comfort us.

Tug of War’s first day this past spring, Foreign Fire, was 

suffused with ghosts. The ghosts of the dead echoed 

moments of their lives and together became a convocation 

among the living, because war is always haunted in this 

way. Today, Tug of War: Civil Strife is suffused in blood. The 

annihilation of Britain’s proud conquest of France starts 

the quarrel between cousins and tips the scale into civil 

war. Foreign war becomes civil war. 

In these histories, family and nation are irrevocably 

intertwined: what happens to one happens to the other. 

There’s no way ever to separate them. They’re all cousins—

even the French are cousins to these English. 

Director's Note

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

These histories have been living inside 
me for a very, very long time.

Visit chicagoshakes.com  
to explore more ideas 
and stories behind the  
art on CST’s stages.

Barbara Gaines
Artistic Director
Carl and Marilynn Thoma  
Endowed Chair
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TUG OF WAR is dedicated to the troops then and now; 
and to the children now and yet to be.
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They all have fundamentally the same last name, Plantagenet. And they hate and 

cherish each other for reasons that have an enormous amount to do with the 

personal. The personal is political, the political is personal. Jockeying for power 

is what happens at every family dinner table—except that the power struggles at 

the dinner tables of these dysfunctional families can tear apart entire nations in 

their wake. 

We will see that parabola of war and peace, of why wars begin and begin again. 

And again. We will see the fall towards war, the collapse of moral integrity into 

war, and the striving for peace, again and again and again. And one will wonder, 

Why don’t we learn from our history?

Theater is inherently a rebellious art form. Shakespeare wrote histories because 

he lived in dangerous times, and so he placed these war plays safely back in time. 

Shakespeare hid in his histories with “Once upon a time, a long time ago...”—and 

he got away with it. If Shakespeare were writing now, politicians would despise 

him. He wielded the weapons of language. Language was his weapon. Theater 

renders visual what Shakespeare gave us in his words. Creativity is the enemy of 

force; art, I hope, is in the end the strongest force of all. n
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RICK BOYNTON, Creative Producer
GARY GRIFFIN, Associate Artistic Director

BARBARA GAINES
Artistic Director

Carl and Marilynn Thoma 
Endowed Chair

CRISS HENDERSON 
Executive Director

presents

Welcome. If we can help accommodate you during your visit, please speak with our House 
Manager. Please note that flashing lights, loud noises and haze may be used during this 
performance. Also, actors will make entrances and exits throughout the theater. For your 
safety, we ask that you keep aisles and doorways clear. We request that you refrain from 
taking any photography and other video or audio recordings of the production.

The three plays that make Tug of War: Civil Strife unfold as one continuous story.  
The performance is presented in two parts—each containing a 15-minute intermission. 

There will also be a 45-minute meal break between the two parts.

adapted and directed by BARBARA GAINES

written by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

With special thanks to Patrick Daley

TUG OF WAR: CIVIL STRIFE
HENRY VI PARTS 2 & 3     RICHARD III
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Cast The ensemble of soldiers who tell this story  
take on many roles, from royalty to commoner...

The House of Lancaster 

King Henry VI 	 STEVEN SUTCLIFFE* 
Queen Margaret	 KAREN ALDRIDGE*  
Humphrey, 	 MICHAEL AARON LINDNER*	
	 Lord Protector 

Cardinal of Winchester	 DAVID DARLOW* 
Duke of Somerset	 ELIZABETH LEDO* 
Duke of Suffolk	 JOHN TUFTS* 
Duke of Buckingham	 JAMES NEWCOMB* 
Lord Clifford	 DAVID DARLOW* 
Young Clifford	 MICHAEL MILLIGAN* 
Vaux	 TIMOTHY EDWARD KANE*

The Cade Rebellion  

Jack Cade	 KEVIN GUDAHL*	
Dick	 JOHN TUFTS* 
Weaver	 TIMOTHY EDWARD KANE* 
Michael	 DANIEL KYRI

The House of York 

Richard Plantagenet, 	 LARRY YANDO* 
	 Duke of York	  
York's Sons 		
	 Edward	 MICHAEL AARON LINDNER* 
	 Rutland	 DANIEL KYRI 
 	 Clarence	 JOHN TUFTS*  
	 Richard	 TIMOTHY EDWARD KANE* 

Earl of Salisbury	 DERRICK TRUMBLY*	
Earl of Warwick	 KEVIN GUDAHL*   
Vernon	 DANIEL KYRI 
Soldier Peters	 DERRICK TRUMBLY* 
Peters’ Wife	 HEIDI KETTENRING*

Opponents to the Rebellion  

Lord Say	 MICHAEL MILLIGAN* 
Clerk	 ELIZABETH LEDO * 

Henry VI, Part 2

Henry VI, Part 3
The House of York 

Richard Plantagenent,	 LARRY YANDO* 
	 Duke of York 
King Edward IV	 MICHAEL AARON LINDER* 
Elizabeth Grey,	 HEIDI KETTENRING* 
	 a widow, later 
	 Queen Elizabeth 
Duke of Rutland	 DANIEL KYRI	
	 Edward IV's brother 

George,	 JOHN TUFTS*	
	 Duke of Clarence 
	 Edward IV's brother 

Richard	 TIMOTHY EDWARD KANE*	
	 Duke of Gloucester 
	 Edward IV's brother 
Earl of Warwick	 KEVIN GUDAHL* 
Lord Hastings	 STEVEN SUTCLIFFE* 
Lord Rivers	 MICHAEL MILLIGAN* 
Soldier Peters	 DERRICK TRUMBLY* 
Peters’ Wife	 HEIDI KETTENRING* 
Father, who slays son	 JAMES NEWCOMB* 
Son, who slays father	 DANIEL KYRI

The House of Lancaster 

King Henry VI	 STEVEN SUTCLIFFE* 
Queen Margaret	 KAREN ALDRIDGE*  
Edward	 ELIZABETH LEDO*	
	 of Westminster, 
	 Prince of Wales, 
	 their son	  
Duke of Exeter	 JAMES NEWCOMB*	
Duke of Somerset 	 ELIZABETH LEDO* 
Earl of Oxford	 DAVID DARLOW* 

Young Clifford	 MICHAEL MILLIGAN* 
Henry Tudor,	 DANIEL KYRI	
	 Earl of Richmond

French Royalty 

King Louis XI	 DAVID DARLOW*	
	 of France

TUG OF WAR: CIVIL STRIFE
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The House of York 

Richard, 	 TIMOTHY EDWARD KANE* 
	 Duke of Gloucester, 
	 later King Richard III 
King Edward IV	 MICHAEL AARON LINDER* 
Queen Elizabeth 	 HEIDI KETTENRING* 

Duchess of York	 STEVEN SUTCLIFFE* 
George,	 JOHN TUFTS*	
	 Duke of Clarence	  
Young Richard,	 ELIZABETH LEDO*	
	 Duke of York, 
	 Edwards IV's son	  
Young Edward,	 DANIEL KYRI	
	 Prince of Wales, 
	 Edward IV's son 

Lord Hastings	 STEVEN SUTCLIFFE* 
Stanley,	 LARRY YANDO*	
	 Earl of Derby 

Soldier Peters	 DERRICK TRUMBLY* 

Peters' Wife	 HEIDI KETTENRING*

Woodvilles 

Lord Grey, brother of	 DANIEL KYRI	
	 Queen Elizabeth†	  
Lord Rivers, brother 	MICHAEL MILLIGAN*	
	 of Queen Elizabeth

The House of Lancaster 

Queen Margaret	 KAREN ALDRIDGE* 
Lady Anne, widow	 ELIZABETH LEDO*	
	 of Edward of Westminster 

Richard's Allies	  
Duke	 JAMES NEWCOMB*	
	 of Buckingham 

Sir William Catesby	 KEVIN GUDHAL* 

Lord Ely	 DAVID DARLOW* 
Sir Richard Ratcliffe	 JOHN TUFTS* 

Sir James Tyrrel	 MICHAEL MILLIGAN*

House of Tudor  

Henry Tudor,	 DANIEL KYRI 
	 Earl of Richmond, 
	 later King Henry VII

Clergy 

Archbishop	 MICHAEL AARON LINDER* 
	 of York 

In London 
Mayor of London	 DAVID DARLOW* 
Sir Robert Brakenbury	 DAVID DARLOW* 

Richard III

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER

Soldiers/Band		 MATT DEITCHMAN*, ALISON CHESLEY, JED FEDER, SHANNA JONES*

Understudies never substitute for listed players unless a specific announcement is made at the 
time of the performance: Titilayo Ayangade for Alison Chesley; Neala Barron for Shanna Jones 
(vocals); David Gordon-Johnson for Daniel Kyri, Derrick Trumbly; David Keohane for Steven Sutcliffe, 
Michael Milligan; Christopher Prentice* for Timothy Edward Kane, John Tufts; Lewis Rawlinson for 
Alison Chesley; Erick Rivera for Shanna Jones (instrumental), Matt Deitchman; Jacob Schweitzer  
for Jed Feder, Matt Deitchman; Emily Renee Shimskey for Karen Aldridge, Heidi Kettenring;  
Isabel Thompson for Elizabeth Ledo; David Turrentine* for James Newcomb, Larry Yando,  
David Darlow; and Shawn Wilson for Kevin Gudahl, Michael Aaron Lindner.

 

†in this adaptation 
*denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association.
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Playgoer’s Guide
Part One
The marriage of Henry VI to Margaret of Anjou begets two catastrophes at 

Court. Humphrey, the king’s uncle and Lord Protector, discovers what a bad 

bargain the king has made in his passion for the princess—signing away French 

territories won by his father, Henry V. Meanwhile, a long-simmering dispute 

about Henry’s right to the kingship erupts; those noblemen who support his 

claim as scion of the House of Lancaster choose red roses as their emblem; 

those who affirm the competing claim of the Duke of York choose white. 

Queen Margaret and Suffolk, along with the Cardinal of Winchester, are eager 

to dissolve Humphrey’s power over king and realm; they imprison him on false 

charges and conspire in his murder. Intent on consolidating the Lancastrian 

claim by keeping York at a distance, they dispatch the duke to Ireland to quell 

a nascent insurrection. York sees the upside of this dismissal: his enemies have 

provided him with an army of his own, and he heads for Ireland and bides his time. 

York’s wait pays off, as Lancastrian control begins to dissolve in all directions. 

Humphrey’s murder is soon followed by the death of the Cardinal of Winchester, 

and by a popular uprising against Suffolk as the root of all these evils. Meanwhile 

Jack Cade, a gifted rabble-rouser commissioned by York to make trouble in his 

absence, unleashes a fresh and deadly rebellion: in a frenzy of populist rapture, 

his followers murder men simply for the sin of literacy. This is the cue York 

has been waiting for: he returns to London with his army and his soldier-sons, 

ostensibly to crush Cade’s rebellion but in fact to lay claim to the English crown. 

In the opening battle of the Wars of the Roses, the Yorkists prevail. Margaret 

persuades Henry to flee the battlefield, and the Yorks promise themselves a 

decisive, crown-catching victory in the near future.  

— INTERMISSION —

When York asserts his regal right by simply seating himself upon the throne, Henry 

partly capitulates: as he agrees to make York his heir, he disinherits his own young 

son, Prince Edward. Margaret and the prince, outraged at Henry’s deceit, take 

control of the Lancastrian armies and, along with their ally Clifford, commence 

a series of deadly reprisals. But the Lancastrians don’t prevail for long. York’s 

firstborn son Edward takes up his father’s claim to the throne and, abetted by 

his brothers George and Richard, embarks on his own campaign of revenge and 

conquest; he is soon crowned King Edward IV. Edward quickly woos and wins the 

widow Elizabeth Woodville, as Richard plots his own rise to power.  

— MEAL BREAK —

TUG OF WAR: CIVIL STRIFE
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Part Two
The English king's amorous success triggers an international incident. Edward 

was already promised to the King of France’s sister in a match orchestrated by 

the Earl of Warwick, the kingmaker whose tireless efforts had placed Edward 

on the throne. Infuriated by this snub, Warwick and the French king throw their 

full support behind Margaret; even King Edward’s younger brother George, 

now Duke of Clarence, hoping to cast his lot with the winning side, shifts his 

allegiance to the Lancastrians. But their cause quickly falters as the Yorkists 

retake control and put an end to Lancastrian hopes. 

With the Lancastrian claims to the throne finally suppressed, King Edward's 

brother Richard sets his sights on taking the crown for himself. In his obsessive 

pursuit, this son of York plows through each of the lives that stands in his way: 

Edward IV, his oldest brother, now sickly enough to die on his own; George, 

Duke of Clarence, a brother who might exert a prior claim to power; the upstart 

Woodvilles, kin to Edward’s wife, with their newly attained eminence; and Lord 

Hastings who supports the young Prince Edward's claim to the throne. Margaret, 

banished widow of King Henry VI, returns and, cursing her usurpers, prophesizes 

their doom. With the help of the kingmaker Buckingham, Richard seizes the crown.

— INTERMISSION —

Insecure still in his new possession, Richard finds himself undertaking murders he 

had not fully foreseen at the start. One by one Richard's detractors are executed: 

Queen Anne, the Lancastrian widow Richard woos and wins; King Edward's 

two young sons, heirs to their father's crown; and the Duke of Buckingham, 

who flees in terror from the king he has made. Richard embarks on his most 

extravagant scheme yet: to marry his niece Princess Elizabeth—the late king’s 

daughter and sister to the boy princes already slain—in order to compound his 

claim to the Yorkist throne. Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond, a leftover Lancastrian 

who has spent much of his life in France, returns to England with an army, 

eager to enforce his own somewhat tenuous claim to succession. King Richard, 

beleaguered by Richmond’s aspirations, by the curses of the women whose lives 

he has ruined, and by the ghosts of all the many lives he has taken, heads into 

battle one last time.
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PLAYGOER'S GUIDE

TUG OF WAR: 
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   indicates character in Civil Strife 

SILVER indicates line of kings
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In Tug of War the tugs are many: on the 

monarchs and other mortals who people 

the plays, on Shakespeare, and on us. The 

plays gauge the pull of combat on all whom 

it exhilarates and ruins: on the English kings 

who generation after generation feel tugged 

toward France, seeking to reclaim it as their 

distant birthright; on their English subjects, 

drawn by ambition or obligation into a cycle 

of foreign war and civil strife that seems to 

have no end; and on the millions past and 

present whom they here stand in for, whose 

propensity for war, throughout the long 

play of history, has proven so intense that 

they have barely paused to imagine a world 

without it.
 

                                        —STUART SHERMAN, 2016 
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Profiles
KAREN ALDRIDGE   
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Queen Margaret 
Henry VI, Part 3 : 
Queen Margaret	
Richard III: 
Queen Margaret
 

Ms. Aldridge returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where her credits include:  
Tug of War: Foreign Fire, Olivia in Twelfth 
Night, Lady Macbeth in Macbeth, Isabelle in 
Edward II, Princess of France in Love's Labor's 
Lost and the international tour of Le Costume, 
directed by Peter Brook. Other Chicago 
credits include: Trinity River Plays (Jeff Award 
nomination-Best Actress), The Ballad of 
Emmett Till, The Cook, Proof (Jeff Award 
nomination Best Actress, Goodman Theatre); 
The Qualms, Clybourne Park, Man from 
Nebraska (Steppenwolf Theatre Company); 
Seagull (Writers Theatre); Far Away and In the 
Blood (Jeff Award nomination-Best Actress, 
Next Theatre). Ms. Aldridge originated the 
role of Mrs. Phelps in Matilda The Musical 
on Broadway. Regional credits include 
productions with: Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival, American Conservatory Theater, 
Magic Theatre, Aurora Theatre Company and 
Marin Theatre Company. Television credits 
include: Boss (STARZ); Unforgettable (CBS); 
Blue Bloods (CBS); Chicago Fire (NBC); 
Chicago Med (NBC); and the Netflix series 
The Get Down (produced and directed by 
Baz Luhrmann). She received her MFA from 
The Theatre School at DePaul University.

ALISON CHESLEY 
Soldier/Band
 
Ms. Chelsea makes her 
Chicago Shakespeare  
debut. Known also by her 
stage name, Helen Money, 
the cellist-composer has 

worn many hats throughout her career in 
music. As a session musician, she has played 
on over 150 albums including those by Bob 
Mould, Broken Social Scene, Anthrax, Mono, 
Russian Circles and Poi Dog Pondering. She 
has written music for film, theater and dance, 
including two world premiere works for 
Mordine and Company Dance Theater. She 
has released four albums of her own music 
as Helen Money, the most recent now out on 
the prestigious Thrill Jockey Records. She 
has toured the world opening for important 

bands such as Sleep, Shellac, Earth, Magma 
and Jarboe, including a 2015 appearance on 
The David Letterman Show with Bob Mould 
and an appearance at the 2012 ATP Festival 
in London curated by Portishead. Ms. Chesley 
earned her MA in cello performance in 1992 at 
Northwestern University.

DAVID DARLOW 
Henry VI, Part 2:  
Cardinal of Winchester,  
Lord Clifford 	
Henry VI, Part 3:  
King Louis XI,  
Earl of Oxford 	
Richard III: Sir Robert 

Brakenbury, Mayor of London, Lord Ely  
 
Mr. Darlow returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits include: Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire, Henry VIII, Julius Caesar, 
Othello, Timon of Athens and As You Like 
It. Other Chicago credits include: Our Class, 
Both Your Houses, The Best Man, Power, No 
Man’s Land, Hapgood, Man and Superman, 
Money, Major Barbara (After Dark Award), 
The Importance of Being Earnest (Remy 
Bumppo Theatre Company); Camino Real,  
A Life in the Theatre, As You Like It,  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Passion Play, 
The Misanthrope (Goodman Theatre); The 
Real Thing, Betrayal (Northlight Theatre); 
Cyrano de Bergerac, Three Hotels, (Apple 
Tree Theatre); Endgame (Jeff Award, 
American Theater Company); Nathan the 
Wise (Chicago Festival of the Arts); and 
Passion Play with Patti LuPone and Audra 
McDonald (Ravinia Festival). Film credits 
include: No God, No Master, Let’s Go to 
Prison, The Weatherman, Road to Perdition, 
The Fugitive, Hoodlum, High Fidelity and 
Ride with the Devil. His television credits 
include: Empire, Chicago Fire, Barney Miller, 
Barnaby Jones, Early Edition, Prison Break 
and several movies of the week.

PROFILES
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MATT DEITCHMAN   
Music Director and 
Additional Music 
Arrangements; 
Soldier/Band 
 
Mr. Deitchman returns 
to Chicago Shakespeare 

Theater, where his credits include: Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire, Road Show, Seussical, 
Shrek the Musical and Murder for Two. Mr. 
Deitchman is an actor, composer, music 
director and multi-instrumentalist, whose 
recent Chicago credits include: The Man 
Who Murdered Sherlock Holmes (Mercury 
Theater); La Révolution Française (FWD 
Theatre Project); The Who’s Tommy 
(Paramount Theatre); Wonderland 
(Chicago Children’s Theatre); Spring 
Awakening, October Sky, Hero (Marriott 
Theatre); Adding Machine: A Musical, Into 
the Woods (The Hypocrites); The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Drury 
Lane Theatre and Griffin Theatre); Parade 
(BoHo Theatre); and She Kills Monsters 
(Steppenwolf Garage). Mr. Deitchman is a 
graduate of Northwestern University.

JED FEDER    
Soldier/Band 
 

Mr. Feder returns to 
Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits 
include Tug of War: 
Foreign Fire and Pericles. 

Other Chicago acting and music credits 
include: Wonderland (Chicago Children's 
Theatre); Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat; and percussion for Hero, October 
Sky, Spring Awakening (Marriott Theatre); 
and Schoolhouse Rock Live! (Emerald City 
Theatre). Regional credits include Mother 
Courage and Her Children (Arena Stage) 
and percussion for Hero (Asolo Repertory 
Theatre). Mr. Feder studied film and music 
composition at Northwestern University.

KEVIN GUDAHL   
Verse Coach 
Henry VI, Part 2:  
Earl of Warwick,  
Jack Cade   
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Earl of Warwick 
Richard III:   

                               Sir William Catesby 
 
Mr. Gudahl returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits include:  
Tug of War: Foreign Fire, Pericles, King Lear, 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Henry VIII, The 

School for Lies and Elizabeth Rex; the title 
roles in Macbeth, Antony and Cleopatra and 
Troilus and Cressida, Brutus in Julius Caesar, 
Fredrik in A Little Night Music, Hal in Henry IV 
Parts 1 and 2 and Kayama in Pacific Overtures. 
Other Chicago credits include productions 
with: Court Theatre, Goodman Theatre, 
Writers Theatre, Marriott Theatre, Northlight 
Theatre, Remy Bumppo Theatre Company, 
Drury Lane Theatre and Victory Gardens 
Theater. International credits include: five 
seasons with Stratford Festival, Canadian 
Stage, Donmar Warehouse and the Royal 
Shakespeare Company (CST tour). Film 
credits include: While You Were Sleeping, 
Home Alone III and The Poker House. 
Television credits include: Chicago Fire, 
Crisis (NBC); Boss (STARZ); The Chicago 
Code (FOX); and Early Edition (CBS). Mr. 
Gudahl is a multiple Jeff Award recipient 
and CST verse coach. 
 

SHANNA JONES   
Soldier/Band 
 

Ms. Jones returns to 
Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where she 
appeared in Tug of War: 
Foreign Fire. New York 
credits include The Fall 

(New York Theatre Workshop) and Phaedra’s 
Cabaret (Slipper Room). Regional credits 
include: Hair Retrospective, Santaland Diaries, 
Sunday in the Park with George (Kansas City 
Repertory Theatre); Les Misérables (Pioneer 
Theatre Company); Romeo and Juliet (Utah 
Shakespeare Festival); and Saturday’s Voyeur 
(Salt Lake Acting Company). Ms. Jones 
received her BFA from the Actor Training 
Program at the University of Utah.  
www.shannajonesmusic.com

TIMOTHY EDWARD KANE 
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Vaux, Weaver, Richard
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Richard Duke of 
Gloucester 
Richard III:  
King Richard III 

Mr. Kane returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, having previously appeared in 
fifteen productions, including: A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Timon of Athens, The Comedy 
Of Errors, A Flea in Her Ear and Henry IV Parts 
1 & 2 (CST and at the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, Stratford-Upon-Avon). Other 
Chicago credits include: One Man, Two 
Guvnors, An Iliad (2013, 2011), The Illusion, 
Wild Duck, Titus Andronicus, Uncle Vanya, 
The Romance Cycle, Hamlet (Court Theatre); 
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Lost in Yonkers, The Miser, She Stoops to 
Conquer (Northlight Theatre); Blood and 
Gifts (TimeLine Theatre Company); Hamlet, 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Arms 
and the Man (Writers Theatre); and The 
North Plan (Steppenwolf Garage). Regional 
credits include productions with: The Mark 
Taper Forum, Notre Dame Shakespeare 
Festival, Peninsula Players and the Illinois 
Shakespeare Festival. Television credits 
include Chicago Fire (NBC). Mr. Kane is 
the recipient of a Joseph Jefferson Award 
and After Dark Award. He received his BS 
from Ball State University and an MFA from 
Northern Illinois University. 

HEIDI KETTENRING 
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Peters' Wife
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Elizabeth Grey, 
Peters' Wife 
Richard III: Queen 
Elizabeth, Peters' Wife 

Ms. Kettenring returns to Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, where her credits 
include: Tug of War: Foreign Fire, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor, The School for 
Lies and Sunday in the Park with George. 
Other Chicago credits include: Nessa in 
Wicked (Broadway in Chicago); The Diary 
of Anne Frank (Writers Theatre); Anna in 
The King and I (Jeff Award–Best Actress 
in a Musical, Marriott Theatre); Oliver! 
(Drury Lane Theatre); and productions 
with: Porchlight Music Theatre, Chicago 
Commercial Collective/TimeLine Theatre, 
Court Theatre, Northlight Theatre, Drury 
Lane Evergreen Park and American Theater 
Company. National tour credits include 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. Regional 
credits include productions with: Theatre 
at the Center, Fulton Theatre, Maine State 
Music Theatre, TheatreWorks and Peninsula 
Players. Ms. Kettenring has also sung 
concerts for Artists Lounge Live, Ravinia 
Festival, Pensacola Symphony Orchestra 
and at Millennium Park, and can be heard 
singing on two Disney Junior books. Film 
credits include Man of Steel. Television 
credits include Chicago Fire (NBC) and 
Cupid (ABC). She is the recipient of a 
Joseph Jefferson Award, seven Jeff Award 
nominations, the Sarah Siddons’ Chicago 
Leading Lady Award, an After Dark Award, 
the Richard M. Kneeland Award, and is a 
graduate of Northwestern University.

DANIEL KYRI 
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Vernon, Michael, Rutland
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Rutland, Son, 
Earl of Richmond 
Richard III:  
Lord Grey, Young Edward, 	

	              Earl of Richmond 
 
Mr. Kyri returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where he appeared in Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire. Other Chicago credits 
include: Love and Information (Remy 
Bumppo Theatre Company); Moby Dick 
(Lookingglass Theatre Company); Twelfth 
Night, The Bluest Eye, Our Lady of 121st 
Street (University of Illinois at Chicago); 
The Other Cinderella (Black Ensemble 
Theater); Carnival Nocturne (Silent Theatre 
Company); 13 The Musical, The Wiz, 
Godspell and West Side Story (Journeymen 
Theater/After School Matters at Gallery 
37). Regional credits include Look Away 
(TheatreSquared). Film credits include: 
Unexpected, directed by Kris Swanberg; 
Henry Gamble’s Birthday Party (Stephen 
Cone); and Perfect Day (Derrick Sanders). 
Television credits include: The Rub, directed 
by Alex Thompson (webseries) and Kid 
Nation (CBS). Mr. Kyri received his BA from 
University of Illinois at Chicago.
 

ELIZABETH LEDO    
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Duke of Somerset, Clerk 
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Edward of Westminster,
Duke of Somerset 
Richard III: 
Lady Anne, 

                                Young Richard 
 
Ms. Ledo returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where her credits include: A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like It, 
Amadeus and Funk It Up About Nothin’. 
Other Chicago credits include: One Man, 
Two Guvnors, The Secret Garden, Tartuffe 
(Jeff Award), The Misanthrope, The Illusion, 
The Comedy of Errors, Titus Andronicus, 
Uncle Vanya, The Real Thing (Court 
Theatre); The Matchmaker, Boleros for the 
Disenchanted, three seasons of A Christmas 
Carol (Goodman Theatre); Charm, The Chalk 
Garden (Northlight Theatre); Le Switch, The 
Homosexuals, Say You Love Satan (About 
Face Theatre); Isaac’s Eye, Arms and the 
Man (Writers Theatre); The How and the 
Why (TimeLine Theatre); Barefoot in the 
Park, The Odd Couple (Drury Lane Theatre); 
The Old Curiosity Shop (Lookingglass 
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Theatre Company); Homebody/Kabul 
and Morningstar (Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company). Regional credits include: 
Richard III, Hamlet, The Merchant of Venice, 
The Comedy of Errors, Romeo and Juliet 
(Shakespeare at Notre Dame); Arcadia 
(Indiana Repertory Theatre); and over 
twenty-five productions with Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater, including: Almost Maine, 
Anna Karenina, Wit, The Lonesome West and 
The Clean House. Nominated by Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, Ms. Ledo was chosen 
as one of the 2016 National Lunt-Fontanne 
Fellows. She is a graduate of Loyola 
University Chicago.

MICHAEL AARON LINDNER  
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Humphrey Lord Protector, 
Edward
Henry VI, Part 3:  
King Edward IV 
Richard III: 
King Edward IV,        

                              Archbishop of York 
 
Mr. Lindner returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits include:  
Tug of War: Foreign Fire, The Tempest, Sense 
and Sensibility, King Lear, Road Show, Shrek 
the Musical, Sunday in the Park with George, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Little 
Mermaid. Other Chicago credits include: 
The Man Who Murdered Sherlock Holmes 
(Mercury Theater); A Kid Like Jake (About 
Face Theatre); Mary Poppins, The Music 
Man (Paramount Theatre); Hairspray, Oliver, 
Ragtime (Drury Lane Theatre Oakbrook); 
Brigadoon, A Christmas Carol (Goodman 
Theatre); Hero, The Producers, Into the 
Woods, 1776 (Marriott Theatre); Bach at 
Leipzig (Writers Theatre); The Full Monty 
(Drury Lane Theatre Water Tower Place); 
The Secret Garden, Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street (Jeff Award, Porchlight 
Music Theatre); and Dirty Blonde (Apple 
Tree Theatre). National tour credits include 
Harry Bright in Mamma Mia! Regional credits 
include productions with Maine State Music 
Theatre and Madison Repertory Theatre. 
Television credits include Chicago Med 
(NBC) and the role of Ebenezer Scrooge 
in A Christmas Carol: The Concert (PBS). 
Mr. Lindner received his BA in musical 
theatre from Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale.

MICHAEL MILLIGAN 
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Lord Say, Young Clifford 
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Young Clifford, Rivers 
Richard III: 
Lord Rivers,  
Sir James Tyrrel

Mr. Milligan returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where he appeared in Othello. 
Other Chicago credits include Mercy Strain 
(American Theater Company). Broadway 
credits include: August: Osage County, 
La Bete, and Jerusalem. Off-Broadway 
credits include: Mercy Killers (Harold 
Clurman Laboratory Theater and Working 
Theater); Thom Pain (DR2 Theatre); and 
The Golem (Manhattan Ensemble Theater). 
Regional credits include productions with: 
McCarter Theatre, Cincinnati Playhouse, 
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, Folger 
Theatre, Westport Country Playhouse, 
Studio Arena Theater, Charlotte Repertory 
Theater, Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Shakespeare & Company, The Shakespeare 
Theatre of New Jersey, Milwaukee 
Shakespeare, Santa Cruz Shakespeare and 
the Alabama, Colorado, Illinois and Utah 
Shakespeare Festivals. International credits 
include La Bete (Comedy Theatre, London) 
and the Royal Shakespeare Company. Mr. 
Milligan’s one-man show, Mercy Killers, 
received the 2013 Fringe First award in 
Edinburgh. Television credits include: Law 
and Order, Person of Interest and The Knick. 
Mr. Milligan received training from The Ohio 
State University and The Juilliard School.

JAMES NEWCOMB  
Fight Captain  
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Duke of Buckingham 
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Duke of Exeter, Father 
Richard III: 
Duke of Buckingham

 

Mr. Newcomb returns to Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, where his credits 
include: Tug of War: Foreign Fire, Henry 
V, Timon of Athens, The Madness of 
George III and Macbeth. Other Chicago 
credits include the Duke in Measure for 
Measure (Goodman Theatre). Regional 
credits include: fourteen seasons with 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Denver 
Center Theatre, The Old Globe, Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre, South Coast Repertory, 
Utah Shakespeare Festival, New York 
Shakespeare Theatre, Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, Geva Theatre Center, San Diego 
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Repertory Theatre and Shakespeare & 
Company (founding company member). 
Representative roles include: Richard 
III, Coriolanus, Iago, Touchstone, Feste, 
Benedick, Oberon, Apemantus, Gloucester, 
Thersites, Bullingbrook and Bottom. Awards 
include: Denver Critics Award, Drama 
Logue Award and Oxford Society Award 
for Artistic Excellence. As a fight director, 
Mr. Newcomb’s credits include productions 
with: Chicago Shakespeare Theater, The 
Old Globe, La Jolla Playhouse, Portland 
Stage Company, South Coast Repertory 
and Oregon Shakespeare Festival, where he 
serves as resident fight director. Television 
credits include Honky (PBS). Mr. Newcomb 
teaches at the University of California, San 
Diego.

STEVEN SUTCLIFFE 
Henry VI, Part 2: 
King Henry VI 
Henry VI, Part 3:  
King Henry VI,  
Lord Hastings 
Richard III: 
Lord Hastings,  
Duchess of York  

Mr. Sutcliffe returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits include: Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire, Slender in The Merry 
Wives of Windsor and Ned Lowenscroft 
in Elizabeth Rex (Jeff Award nomination). 
Recent credits include: iHO (Shaw Festival); 
Glenn (Soulpepper); and Mary Poppins 
(Theatre Aquarius). Other Canadian credits 
include productions with: Shaw Festival, 
Stratford Festival, Soulpepper, Arts Club 
Theatre Company, Theatre Calgary, Citadel 
Theatre, Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, 
Grand Theatre, Canadian Stage, National 
Arts Centre and Neptune Theatre. US credits 
include productions with: Goodman Theatre, 
A Contemporary Theatre, Long Wharf 
Theatre, Eugene O’Neill Theater Center, L.A. 
Theatre Works, New York City Center and 
Broadway (Ragtime—Theatre World Award).

DERRICK TRUMBLY  
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Soldier Peters,  
Earl of Salisbury,   
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Soldier Peters  
Richard III: 
Soldier Peters  

Mr. Trumbly returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits include Pericles 
and Cymbeline. Other Chicago credits 
include: Abraham Lincoln Was a F*gg*t 

(About Face Theatre); The Princess and the 
Pea, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, Shenandoah (Marriott Theatre); Rent 
(American Theatre Company/About Face 
Theatre); The Fantasticks (Theo Ubique 
Cabaret Theatre); Jack and the Beanstalk 
(Alphabet Soup Productions); and The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
(Broadway in Chicago). Regional credits 
include Mamma Mia! (Mandalay Bay, Las 
Vegas) and productions with: Roundabout 
Theatre Company, Huntington Theatre 
Company, Kansas City Repertory Theatre and 
Weathervane Theatre Company. Television 
credits include: Crisis, Chicago Fire (NBC); 
The Mob Doctor (Fox); Conversations w/ My 
Ex (Fifty2&Nine Pro.); and Coop’s Night In 
(Elantra Films). Mr. Trumbly is the executive 
director of Ed.Arts, a nonprofit working 
to help artists understand, manage, and if 
possible, avoid artistic student loan debt.  
www.derricktrumbly.com  

JOHN TUFTS 
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Duke of Suffolk, Dick, 
Clarence 
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Duke of Clarence 
Richard III: 
Duke of Clarence,  
Sir Richard Ratcliffe

 
Mr. Tufts returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where he appeared in Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire. Off-Broadway credits 
include Virtual Meditation (Ensemble 
Studio Theatre) and Fashions for Men (Mint 
Theater Company). During twelve seasons 
with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
credits include: Romeo in Romeo and 
Juliet, Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Hal/Henry V in Henry IV Parts 1 and 2 and 
Henry V, The Cocoanuts, Animal Crackers, 
The Cherry Orchard, Into the Woods, 
Equivocation (world premiere, Arena Stage 
and Seattle Repertory Theatre), The Belle’s 
Stratagem and many more. Other regional 
credits include: The Cocoanuts (Guthrie 
Theater); Seagull (Marin Theatre Company); 
The Glass Menagerie (PlayMakers Repertory 
Company); and I Am My Own Wife 
(Ensemble Theatre Company). Film and 
television credits include: Bad Teacher, 
Fashions for Men (PBS), Dangers of a 
Broken Car and BAQ-132. Mr. Tufts received 
his BFA from Carnegie Mellon University 
and is a recipient of an Arthur Kennedy 
Award for Acting.
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LARRY YANDO  
Henry VI, Part 2: 
Duke of York 
Henry VI, Part 3:  
Duke of York 
Richard III: 
Stanley Earl of Derby,
 

Mr. Yando returns to Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, where his credits include: Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire, The Tempest (2015, 2002), 
King Lear, Julius Caesar, The Taming of the 
Shrew, Twelfth Night, Cymbeline, Timon of 
Athens, All’s Well That Ends Well, Antony and 
Cleopatra, The Merry Wives of Windsor, Henry 
IV Parts 1 and 2, The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
and The Two Noble Kinsmen. Since returning 
from three years as Scar in The Lion King 
(national tour), his Chicago credits include: 
eight years as Scrooge in A Christmas Carol, 
The Little Foxes, Candide, The Jungle Book 
(Goodman Theatre); The Dance of Death, As 
You Like It, Nixon’s Nixon, Rocket to the Moon, 
Hamlet, Bach at Leipzig (Writers Theatre); 
Angels in America, Travesties, An Ideal 
Husband (Court Theatre); Fake and Mother 
Courage and Her Children (Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company). Mr. Yando has taught 
acting at DePaul University, Northwestern 
University and Chicago Shakespeare, and is a 
freelance acting coach. His acknowledgments 
include: the 2014 Sarah Siddons Society 
Award, Chicago Magazine’s Best Chicago 
Actor, DePaul University’s Excellence in the 
Arts Award, one of nine national recipients of 
the prestigious Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship in 
2010 and four Joseph Jefferson Awards.

BARBARA GAINES  (Director/Adapter/
Artistic Director, Carl and 
Marilynn Thoma Endowed 
Chair) founded Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, 
where she has directed 
nearly 50 productions 
of Shakespeare plays. 
Honors include: the 

2008 Tony Award for Outstanding Regional 
Theatre; the prestigious Honorary OBE 
(Officer of the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire) in recognition of her 
contributions strengthening British-American 
cultural relations; and Joseph Jefferson 
Awards for Best Production (Hamlet, 
Cymbeline, King Lear and The Comedy of 
Errors), and for Best Director (Cymbeline, 
King Lear and The Comedy of Errors). Ms. 
Gaines has directed at the Royal Shakespeare 
Company in Stratford-upon-Avon, Lyric 
Opera of Chicago and The Old Globe in 

San Diego. As the cornerstone production 
of Shakespeare 400 Chicago, the 2016 
international celebration of Shakespeare’s 
legacy, she created a world premiere 
Shakespeare history cycle, Tug of War, 
including the rarely staged Edward III. Gaines 
received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters 
from the University of Birmingham (UK), the 
University Club of Chicago’s Cultural Award, 
the Public Humanities Award from the Illinois 
Humanities Council and the Spirit of Loyola 
Award. Ms. Gaines serves on The Globe 
Council (Shakespeare’s Globe, London).

SCOTT DAVIS  (Scenic Designer) has 
designed over twenty productions for 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater, where his 
credits include: Tug of War: Foreign Fire, A Q 
Brothers’ Christmas Carol, Ride the Cyclone, 
The Little Mermaid, Pericles, Seussical, Road 
Show, Shrek the Musical, Othello: The Remix 
(CST, London, Germany, Edinburgh, South 
Korea, Sydney, Poland, Melbourne, Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi, Auckland), Cadre (CST, South 
Africa, Edinburgh, Vancouver), Beauty 
and the Beast, Murder for Two, and Short 
Shakespeare! productions of Twelfth Night, 
Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and 
Romeo and Juliet. Other Chicago credits 
include productions with: Goodman 
Theatre, Court Theatre, Paramount Theater, 
Steppenwolf Garage, Victory Gardens 
Theater, Drury Lane Theatre, Northlight 
Theatre and Windy City Playhouse. Regional 
credits include productions with: Signature 
Theatre, Children’s Theater Company, Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, Milwaukee Repertory 
Theater, Asolo Repertory Theatre, Walnut 
Street Theater, Clarice Smith Performing 
Arts Center and Dallas Theater Center. He is 
co-founder of the Chicago-based design firm 
Aether and Nyx. Mr. Davis received his MFA 
from Northwestern University and serves as 
adjunct faculty at Columbia College Chicago.  
www.scottadamdavis.com

SUSAN E. MICKEY  (Costume Designer) 
returns to Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
for her twelfth production, where her 
credits include: Tug of War: Foreign Fire, 
Sense and Sensibility, The Merry Wives of 
Windsor, Cyrano de Bergerac, The School 
for Lies (Jeff Award), Timon of Athens, The 
Madness of George III (Jeff Award), Richard 
III, Cymbeline, The Comedy of Errors and The 
Taming of the Shrew. Other Chicago credits 
include costume design for Jitney and Miss 
Evers’ Boys (Goodman Theatre). Regional 
credits include designs for: Guthrie Theater, 
Hartford Stage, Arena Stage, Huntington 
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Theatre Company, Center Stage, Cleveland 
Play House, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, 
Goodspeed Musicals, Portland Center Stage, 
Pittsburgh Public Theater, Dallas Theater 
Center, Studio Arena Theatre, Geva Theatre, 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival and over fifty productions with 
the Alliance Theatre Company in Atlanta. 
Television and film credits include costume 
design for Miss Evers’ Boys (HBO) and Mama 
Flora’s Family miniseries (CBS). Ms. Mickey 
serves as senior associate chair at University 
of Texas at Austin.
 
AARON SPIVEY  (Lighting Designer) makes 
his Chicago Shakespeare Theater debut. 
Other Chicago credits include 2666 and 
Brigadoon (Goodman Theatre). Mr. Spivey’s 
off-Broadway credits include: Jukebox 
Jackie (La MaMa); Wanda’s World, From My 
Hometown, 4 Guys Named José, Golf: the 
Musical and Elle. Regional credits include: 
The Secret Garden (Children’s Theatre of 
Charlotte, Idaho Shakespeare Festival); Marry 
Me a Little (Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park); 
The Bomb-itty of Errors (Syracuse Stage); 
4 Guys Named José (Actors’ Playhouse); 
and Mame (Helen Hayes Performing Arts 
Center). Other credits include the national 
tour of Dame Edna’s Glorious Goodbye and 
an international production of A Chorus Line 
in Mexico City. On Broadway, Mr. Spivey has 
served as the associate or assistant designer 
on productions, including: Aladdin, Motown, 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night, The Coast of 
Utopia, Catch Me If You Can, 9 to 5, Tarzan, 
Little Women, Grease (2007 Revival), A 
Chorus Line (2006 Revival) and Collected 
Stories.  

MIKE TUTAJ (Projection Designer) returns 
to Chicago Shakespeare Theater, where his 
credits include: Ride the Cyclone, Shrek the 
Musical, Sunday in the Park with George, 
Beauty and the Beast, Timon of Athens,  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Feast: 
an intimate Tempest, Macbeth and Romeo 
y Julieta. Other Chicago credits include 
productions with: Goodman Theatre, 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company, Court 
Theatre, Victory Gardens Theater, Drury 
Lane Theatre, Writers Theatre, TimeLine 
Theatre, American Theater Company, Silk 
Road Rising and Hillary A. Williams LLC.  
He is the recipient of a Non-Equity Jeff 
Award, four Jeff Awards and the Michael 
Maggio Emerging Designer Award. Mr. 
Tutaj is an artistic associate with TimeLine 
Theatre Company.
 

LINDSAY JONES (Musical Arrangements, 
Original Music & Sound Design) has 
created music for and designed over 
twenty-five productions at Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, including: Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire, Othello, King Lear, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor, Henry VIII, Julius 
Caesar, Henry IV Parts 1 and 2 and Henry V. 
Other Chicago credits include productions 
with: Goodman Theatre, Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company, Northlight Theatre 
and Lookingglass Theatre Company. 
Broadway credits include A Time to Kill 
and Bronx Bombers. Off-Broadway credits 
include: Bootycandy, Wild with Happy, The 
Brother/Sister Plays, Top Secret, Rx and 
Beautiful Thing. Regional credits include 
productions with: Guthrie Theater, South 
Coast Repertory, McCarter Theatre, Arena 
Stage, The Old Globe and Hartford Stage. 
International credits include productions 
with: the Royal Shakespeare Company 
(UK) and Stratford Festival (Canada), 
as well as shows in Ireland, Austria, 
Zimbabwe, Scotland and South Africa. 
Recent film and television scoring credits 
include The Brass Teapot for Magnolia 
Pictures and A Note of Triumph (2006 
Academy Award for Best Documentary, 
Short Subject) for HBO Films. He is the 
recipient of seven Jeff Awards (with 
twenty-four nominations), two Ovation 
Awards, three Drama Desk Award 
nominations and the Michael Maggio 
Emerging Designer Award. 

MELISSA VEAL (Wig & Make-up Designer) has 
designed wigs and make-up for ninety-five 
productions at CST, which have included: 
Tug of War: Foreign Fire, Othello, The Heir 
Apparent, Ride the Cyclone, Sense and 
Sensibility, A Q Brothers’ Christmas Carol,  
King Lear, Henry V, Road Show, Gypsy, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor, Cyrano de Bergerac, 
The School for Lies (Jeff Award), Sunday in 
the Park with George, Othello: The Remix (CST 
and international tour), Elizabeth Rex (Jeff 
Award nomination), Follies, The Madness of 
George III (Jeff Award), Twelfth Night, The 
Comedy of Errors,  Henry IV Parts 1 and 2 
(at CST and Royal Shakespeare Company, 
Stratford-upon-Avon) and Rose Rage: Henry 
VI Parts 1, 2 and 3 (at CST and The Duke on 
42nd Street). She worked for ten seasons 
with the Stratford Festival, where she 
received four Tyrone Guthrie Awards. Other 
Canadian credits include work with: Shaw 
Festival and The Grand Theatre in London, 
Ontario. Ms. Veal received the 2007 Hurckes 
Award for Artisans and Technicians.
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TOLIN FX (Special Effects Design) is a 
specialized design and fabrication studio 
based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with 
fifteen years of experience in the film, 
television and theater industries. This is 
Tolin FX’s first production with Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater. Other Chicago credits 
include Evil Dead: The Musical (Chicago 
Broadway Playhouse, 2015 North American 
tour) and The Lieutenant of Inishmore 
(Jeff Award, Northlight Theatre). Film and 
television credits include: The Dark Knight 
Rises, Jack Reacher, It Came from Yesterday 
and Outsiders (WGN). www.tolinfx.com

MATT HAWKINS  (Fight Choreographer) 
returns to Chicago Shakespeare Theater for 
his twentieth production, in which he has 
played various roles—as fight choreographer, 
assistant director, director or actor: Tug of 
War: Foreign Fire, Othello, King Lear, Henry 
V, Julius Caesar, The Taming of the Shrew, 
Twelfth Night, Edward II, Henry IV Parts 1 and 
2, Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant of Venice; 
Short Shakespeare! productions of Twelfth 
Night, Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
and Romeo and Juliet; and CPS Shakespeare! 
productions of Macbeth, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Othello and Hamlet. Other 
Chicago credits include productions with: 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company, Lookingglass 
Theatre Company, The House Theatre of 
Chicago and Writers Theatre, among others. 
Regional credits include productions with: 
South Coast Repertory, American Players 
Theatre, The Kennedy Center and the 
Stratford Festival. Mr. Hawkins has been 
nominated for twelve Jeff Awards and has 
received five. He earned his BFA in acting 
from Southern Methodist University and his 
MFA in directing from The University of Iowa. 
Mr. Hawkins is a lecturer in music theatre for 
the Department of Theatre at Northwestern 
University and is also an adjunct lecturer at 
Loyola University Chicago.

HARRISON McELDOWNEY (Movement) 
returns to Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
where his credits include: Tug of War: 
Foreign Fire, Sense and Sensibility, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor, The Merchant of 
Venice, Short Shakespeare! Romeo and Juliet, 
Antony and Cleopatra, All’s Well That Ends 
Well, The Tempest, Henry VIII and Sunday 
in the Park with George. Mr. McEldowney’s 
other numerous credits include television, 
Broadway, off Broadway, West End, Carnegie 
Hall and the Olympics. Film credits include: 
Sam Mendes’ Road to Perdition, Mark 
Medoff’s Children on Their Birthdays and 
Vanilla City. He starred in Ruth Page’s Billy 
Sunday (Emmy Award nomination), and his 

choreography is featured in several Emmy-
nominated and awarded dance specials 
for PBS. He is the inaugural recipient of the 
Prince Prize and received the Ruth Page, 
After Dark, and Choo-San Goh Awards 
for choreography and CNADM’s Artistic 
Achievement Award. Mr. McEldowney is a 
creative director for Wilson Dow Group and 
Under the Radar.

STUART SHERMAN  (Scholar-in-Residence) is 
Professor of English at Fordham University. 
He has twice served as the Bain-Swiggett 
Visiting Professor of Poetry at Princeton 
University. He is the author of Telling Time: 
Clocks, Diaries, and English Diurnal Form, 
1660-1785, as well as articles on such topics 
as Ben Jonson, John Dryden, Daniel Defoe, 
Samuel Johnson, David Garrick, James 
Boswell, Bob Dylan, Paul McCartney and 
other topics. His book-in-progress, News, 
Plays, Days: Tussles over Time in the London 
Media, 1620-1779, tracks the vexed, complex 
relations between the playhouse and 
periodical print once the news industry got 
under way, four years after Shakespeare's 
death. For the past twenty years, he has 
contributed, as writer and panelist, to 
Chicago Shakespeare’s artistic and education 
endeavors, prior to serving as Barbara Gaines’ 
advisor on Tug of War.

GEOFF BUTTON  (Assistant Director) returns 
to Chicago Shakespeare Theater, where  
he has served as assistant director for 
Gary Griffin's Amadeus, David H. Bell's  
A Midsummer Night's Dream and Barbara 
Gaines' Tug of War: Foreign Fire, Richard III 
and King Lear. He is a member of the 
Artistic Council for The Hypocrites, where 
he has directed Adding Machine: A Musical 
(Jeff nomination-Best Midsize Musical), 
Into the Woods, Coriolanus, Desire Under 
the Elms, True West (Non-Equity Jeff 
Nominations–Best Play, Best Director), as 
well as his own adaptation of Chekhov's 
Three Sisters. Mr. Button received his BA 
in theater performance from Western 
Michigan University and his MFA in theater 
directing from Northwestern University. 
Also an actor, he has performed in several 
Hypocrites productions, including All Our 
Tragic (Equity Jeff Awards-Best Midsize 
Play, Best Ensemble), Woyzeck, Mud and 
Equus (Non-Equity Jeff-Best Actor).  

DEBORAH ACKER  (Production Stage 
Manager) has stage managed the past 
twenty-six seasons at Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater. Other stage management credits 
include: Puttin’ on the Ritz (National Jewish 
Theater); Six Degrees of Separation, Driving 
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Miss Daisy, I’m Not Rappaport (Briar Street 
Theatre); The Nerd (Royal George Theatre); 
and A…My Name Is Alice (Ivanhoe Theatre). 
She has production managed extensively 
throughout Chicago, and has also provided 
lighting designs for: the Apollo Theatre, 
Candlelight Dinner Playhouse, Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater’s Team Shakespeare, 
the Museum of Science and Industry, Some 
Like It Cole (tour) and Pump Boys and 
Dinettes in Branson, Missouri.
 
ALEX DEARMIN  (Assistant Stage Manager) 
returns to Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
where his credits include Tug of War: 
Foreign Fire, Sense and Sensibility and the 
Shakespeare 400 Chicago collaboration with 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra of Romeo 
and Juliet and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
Regional credits include: A Christmas Carol, 
The Miracle Worker, Spamalot, Our Country’s 
Good, Five Women Wearing the Same Dress, 
The Little Prince, Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street, Black Pearl Sings 
(Clarence Brown Theatre); An Iliad, The Island, 
Private Lives (American Players Theatre); The 
Learned Ladies (The Shakespeare Theatre of 
New Jersey); Elektra and Peter Grimes (Des 
Moines Metro Opera). Mr. Dearmin received 
a BA in theatre from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. 
 
BOB MASON  (Artistic Associate/Casting 
Director) is in his seventeenth season as 
CST’s casting director, where his credits 
include over eighty productions and 
thirty-two plays in Shakespeare’s canon. 
In addition to numerous productions with 
Barbara Gaines, other productions of 
note include: a host of Sondheim musicals 
directed by Gary Griffin; Rose Rage: Henry 
VI, Parts 1, 2 and 3, directed by Edward Hall; 
and The Molière Comedies, directed by 
Brian Bedford. Additional Chicago credits 
include the precursor to Road Show, entitled 
Bounce (Goodman Theatre and the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts), as well as 
productions for Asolo Repertory Theatre, 
Northlight Theatre and Northwestern 
University’s American Music Theatre Project. 
Prior to casting, Mr. Mason enjoyed a career 
as a Jeff Award-winning actor and singer, and 
has been a visiting educator for the School 
at Steppenwolf, Acting Studio Chicago, 
the University of Illinois at Chicago and 
Northwestern University. 
 
RICK BOYNTON (Creative Producer) focuses 
on current and future artistic planning and 
production, as well as the development of 
all new plays, musicals and adaptations for 
CST, including: the upcoming world premiere 

The Book of Joseph, Ride the Cyclone 
(CST, Upcoming MCC); Othello: The Remix 
(Chicago, London, Germany, Edinburgh, 
South Korea, Sydney, Poland, Melbourne, 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Auckland, National 
Alliance for Musical Theatre’s Festival of 
New Musicals 2015, upcoming New York); 
Sense and Sensibility (CST, The Old Globe); 
Cadre (co-director) (CST, Johannesburg, 
Grahamstown, Edinburgh, Vancouver); 
Funk It Up About Nothin’ (CST, Edinburgh, 
Australian tour, London); A Flea in Her Ear 
(CST, Williamstown Theatre Festival); The 
Three Musketeers (CST, Boston, London); 
The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Adventures 
of Pinocchio (now licensed by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein Theatricals); Murder for Two 
(at CST, followed by New York and national 
tour) and The Feast: an intimate Tempest (in 
collaboration with Redmoon). Former artistic 
director of the Marriott Theatre and multiple 
Jeff Award-winning actor, he has starred 
in productions nationally, including CST’s 
production of A Flea in Her Ear as Camille 
(Jeff Award, After Dark Award). As casting 
director/associate at Jane Alderman Casting, 
projects included: the television series Early 
Edition, Missing Persons, Untouchables and 
ER; the films While You Were Sleeping and 
Hoodlum, among others; and numerous 
national tours. Mr. Boynton has lectured at 
his alma mater Northwestern University, and 
is past president of the board of the National 
Alliance for Musical Theatre.
 

CRISS HENDERSON 
(Executive Director)  
Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater’s executive 
director, has produced 
CST’s past twenty-seven 
seasons, and developed 
the citywide, yearlong 

celebration through 2016 of Shakespeare’s 
legacy, Shakespeare 400 Chicago. Under 
his leadership, CST has become one of 
the nation’s leading regional theaters and 
one of Chicago's most celebrated cultural 
organizations, honored with the 2008 
Tony Award for Outstanding Regional 
Theatre, as well as multiple Laurence 
Olivier and Joseph Jefferson Awards. Mr. 
Henderson has garnered multiple honors, 
including: the 2013 Cultural Innovation 
Award from the Chicago Innovation 
Awards; the Arts Administrator of the 
Year by Arts Management Magazine at 
the Kennedy Center and the Chevalier 
de L'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by 
the Minister of Culture of France. He was 
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Actors’ Equity Association (AEA), founded in 1913, 
represents more than 45,000 actors and stage 
managers in the United States. Equity seeks to 
advance, promote and foster the art of live theatre 
as an essential component of our society. Equity 
negotiates wages and working conditions, providing  
a wide range of benefits, including health and pension 
plans. AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO, and is 
affiliated with FIA, an international organization of 
performing arts unions. The Equity emblem is our  
mark of excellence. www.actorsequity.org

The scenic, costume, lighting, projection and sound designers 
of this production are represented by United Scenic Artists,  
Local USA-829 of the IATSE.

The Director is a member of the STAGE 
DIRECTORS AND CHOREOGRAPHERS  
SOCIETY, a national theatrical labor union.

named among the top 40 business people 
under the age of 40 in Crain’s Chicago 
Business. He serves as president of the 
Producers’ Association of Chicago-area 
Theaters and is director of the MFA/Arts 
Leadership Program, a two-year graduate-
level curriculum in arts management 
training created through a joint partnership 
between Chicago Shakespeare Theater and 
The Theatre School at DePaul University.
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Music
CELLO SUITE NO. 5 IN C MINOR 
Written by Johann Sebastian Bach

THE FUTURE  
Written by Leonard Cohen  
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing.  
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

GET THE PARTY STARTED 
Written by Linda Perry  
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing  
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

HALLELUJAH 
Written by Leonard Cohen  
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing  
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

HANDSOME JOHNNY 
Written by Louis Gossett Jr. and Richie Havens  
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing  
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

IF YOU KNEW 
Written by Nina Simone  
Published by WB Music Corp. (ASCAP) 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved. 

I KNOW IT'S OVER 
Written by Steven Morrissey and Johnny Marr  
Published by Artemis Muziekuitgeverij B.V. (BUM/STE) 
Used by permission of Warner/Chappell Music.

I NEVER ASKED TO BE YOUR MOUNTAIN 
Written by Tim Buckley 
© Tim Buckley.  
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

LILAC WINE  
Written by James Shelton 
Published by Chappell & Co. Inc. (ASCAP) 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved

LOVE REIGN O’ER ME  
Written by Pete Townshend 
Used by permission of Eel Pie Publishing 

NIGHT COMES ON  
Written by Leonard Cohen 
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

NO MAN CAN FIND THE WAR 
Written by Tim Buckley and Larry Beckett 
Published by Third Story Music Inc (BMI) and Tim Buckley Music 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

ONCE I WAS  
Written by Tim Buckley and Larry Beckett 
Published by Third Story Music Inc (BMI) and Tim Buckley Music 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

PHANTASMAGORIA IN TWO 
Written by Tim Buckley  
© Tim Buckley Music 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

RAISE YOUR GLASS 
Written by Alecia Moore, Max Martin and Johan Schuster 
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing and Kobalt Music Group 
Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing

SONG TO THE SIREN 
Written by Tim Buckley and Larry Beckett  
Published by Third Story Music Inc. (BMI) and Tim Buckley Music 
Used by permission. All Rights Reserved.

SO WHAT 
Written by Alecia Moore, Max Martin and Johan Schuster  
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing and Kobalt Music Group 
Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing

THERE IS A WAR 
Written by Leonard Cohen 
Published by Sony/ATV Music Publishing 
Used by permission
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In the early years of his career, Shakespeare played a 

kind of leapfrog solitaire. He was constantly surpassing 

himself: gaining speed, shifting gears, discovering his 

capabilities and expanding them at every turn. He built 

today’s theatrical triptych out of three very different 

kinds of play: the first a political thriller; the second 

a Tarantinoesque bloodfest; and the third a piece so 

intensely centered on a single tangled psyche that the 

stage would not look upon its like again till Hamlet seven 

years later.

Amid these shifts in genre, Shakespeare keeps his eye 

and ours trained on one addictive human practice—

revenge—and on two spectacular practitioners: Margaret, 

wife to Henry VI and chief power in the House of 

Lancaster, and Richard, murderous son of the House of 

York. Alike in their lust for power but seethingly opposed 

in their every encounter, these two each operate across 

all three plays as provocateurs and coal-mine canaries: 

they do much to shape their twisted world, and they 

measure out, in the lives they lead and the lines they 

speak, the costs of cruelty in the world they’ve made.

When first performed and published, this play bore a 

different title: The First Part of the Contention Betwixt 

the Two Famous Houses of York and Lancaster. For most 

of this part, the contention consists not in combat (that 

will erupt only at the end) but in the quieter tensions 

afflicting court and country: political infighting; serial 

HENRY VI, PART TWO

Leapfrog
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conspiracies; nascent rebellion. As factions fragment and regroup, the death 

toll begins to mount. The high-born start to cull their foes, and the low-born 

launch a murderous, demagogue-driven revolt that, in the alternately comic and 

horrifying arbitrariness of its homicides, parodies in prospect the imminent wars 

of succession. Once we’ve witnessed the violent campaign for kingship launched 

by the self-enraptured rageaholic son-of-a-tailor Jack Cade, we’re likelier to look 

skeptically on anyone’s claim to the throne, however loftily expressed.

Meanwhile, we witness in Queen Margaret a dawning discontent, a ruthless 

passion for complete control and a swift reckoning on Shakespeare’s part of the 

extremes to which that lust can lead. Early on, she scorns her husband as a pious, 

ineffectual king, and becomes a key conspirator in the downfall of his benevolent 

Protector, the “good Duke Humphrey.” She rejoices without compunction in the 

play’s first murder, but mourns extravagantly at its second, of her own not-so-

secret lover, in what is perhaps the most macabre scene of lamentation that 

Shakespeare ever wrote (a severed head, tenderly addressed and ardently 

caressed). Throughout, Margaret manifests an obsession with violence that is 

also an oblivion to its real workings: eager to inflict it upon others, appalled 

when it is directed at her and hers, she never pauses to muse a moment on its 

double edge. Her volatility—brilliance, passion, cruelty, self-pity—make her one of 

Shakespeare’s great early creations; having first emerged at the end of Henry VI 

Part One, she is the only character in all his work to leave her distinctive mark on 

four whole plays.

In a telling structural echo, the young Richard appears at this play’s end, just 

minutes before the first battle erupts—as though he were, in his fierce, bent 

person, the harbinger of all-out war. Savoring the field’s first slaughter, he speaks 

his credo in a couplet:

	 Sword, hold thy temper; heart, be wrathful still: 

	 Priests pray for enemies, but princes kill.

To which Queen Margaret, from the opposing side and now more intent than ever 

on supplanting her all-too-priestly husband, might readily say “Amen!”
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The play starts swiftly, with a pair of sudden surrogations. When the Duke of 

York abruptly seats himself on Henry’s throne, Henry’s wife and son, disgusted 

by the king’s docility, seize command of his armies and the faltering Lancastrian 

cause. Queen Margaret becomes (as one foe will sardonically call her) “Captain 

Margaret,” a woman undertaking a man’s role and fulfilling it, for a long stretch 

at least, more commandingly than any male. For Shakespeare’s audience, 

the shift would have been at once unsettling, spellbinding, and familiar: in 

Elizabeth’s reign they had experienced, and honored, an indomitable female 

majesty that their persistently patriarchal mores could not have easily predicted.

The Wars of the Roses now consume the play, and everyone within it. 

Shakespeare streamlines his account of the conflict—omitting many historic 

battles, compressing and reworking many others—to strengthen our grasp of 

what war almost always is: a sustained, reiterative expression of revenge for 

perceived and prior wrongs. As York and Lancaster battle over the deposition 

and murder of a king two generations back, individual combatants seek reprisal 

for loved ones killed more recently, in the very course of battle. Shakespeare, 

like Homer, vests the violence with a focused animus so intense that every killing 

comes to seem a form of murder, full of point, horror, and horrific pleasure. 

In the midst of all this mayhem, Shakespeare carves out time for three soloists to 

voice their own very different views of vengeance: Margaret, Richard and, for the 

first and last time, Henry VI; strikingly sidelined in “his” earlier plays, he comes 

into sustained focus here.

Margaret starts the play as Revenge’s presiding genius, and ends as one of 

its principal vicarious victims. Her first act is her most formidable, and all 

the more so because she is avenging not a specific death, but a mere insult: 

York’s presumption in briefly seizing the throne. As she makes clear in a single 

terrifying monologue, she is in pursuit of what we now call torture porn: she 

seeks to stage (even “direct”) her victim’s suffering 

as a form of entertainment. In his defiance, 

Shakespeare sounds a new keynote: even for a 

giddy sadist like Margaret, revenge rarely fulfills 

its promised consummations. When near play’s 

end she laments her own matched loss, her grief is 

authentic, but so is her oblivion. She forgets what 

we remember: her own eager participation in the 

processes that led up to this loss.

For Richard, who kills for pleasure anyway, revenge 

only compounds the piquancy, as he scythes his way through the House of 

Margaret starts the 
play as Revenge's 
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and ends as one 
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Lancaster. But Shakespeare, mid-play, limns the deeper dimensions of Richard’s 

vengefulness. After watching his brother Edward woo and win a lovely widow, 

Richard, now alone, immediately turns to us and speaks a stark self-reckoning: his 

twisted shape proscribes the possibility that he will ever “be beloved”; blaming 

first his mother, then Mother Nature, and then Love itself for banishing his broken 

body from its precincts, he makes clear that his climb to kingship is driven by 

a desire for vengeance on the unfair workings 

of the entire world. His speech encompasses a 

double voyage of discovery: as Richard discovers 

(in Shakespeare’s time the word could also mean 

uncover, reveal) the essential mechanisms of his 

own makeup, Shakespeare discovers, for the first 

time in all his work, how to fashion a soliloquy 

that at once distills the intense emotions of 

a single moment while opening vistas onto a 

vast, idiosyncratic, human soul whose coiled 

contradictions (hatred, pain, humor) hold the 

audience in thrall.

King Henry meanwhile, in accordance with his 

faith, has always advocated love and repudiated 

vengeance. Shakespeare crafts for him a soliloquy 

that is the opposite of Richard’s: for Henry, 

kingship, unbearably burdensome, is simply not 

worth the having (let alone the striving for). 

Henry dreams of an escape from time, from the 

frantic political twists and turns by which his kingship has crushed him. In his final 

encounter with Richard he effects this wished-for escape, but makes clear even in 

parting how deeply he feels, and how well he understands, the costs of Ricardian 

revenge past, passing, and to come.

In his opening soliloquy, Richard reinscribes the arc of his intent: now, in the 

winter of his discontent, he will avenge his bodily deformity—his exile from the 

erotic—by ending many lives and making himself king. He states the proposition 

as a simple binary: “And therefore, since I cannot prove a lover…I am determined 

to prove a villain.”

It soon becomes clear, though, that in Richard the two character-types, not 

binary, are startlingly intertwined. For one thing, he clearly, energetically aims 

to become in effect our lover; whatever else he is doing on stage, he is always 

Shakespeare 
discovers, for the 
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also seducing us, in soliloquy, with wildly entertaining accounts of his criminal 

ingenuities. For another, Shakespeare shifts the vector of those ingenuities from the 

open violence of the earlier plays to something subtler. This play’s many murders 

are abundantly dramatic but always deputized; Richard no longer does any of the 

stabbing or smothering himself. Instead, Richard’s villainy becomes most clearly 

manifest in his misogyny—in the sustained wars of words he wages throughout the 

play with four extraordinary women, whose revulsion at him embodies his exclusion 

from the realms of ordinary human love (parental, familial, sexual), and whose 

submission (approval, ardor) becomes obsessively important to him in several of the 

play’s key scenes.

Shakespeare stages the first such scene as an experiment in amorous outrage. 

Richard seeks the love of Lady Anne, who has every reason to loathe him: he has 

killed her husband and her father-in-law, whose coffined corpse she is at this very 

moment accompanying to its burial. Her seething resistance to her new wooer 

flashes forth in a sustained verbal sparring match in which Anne often comes off 

as wittier than he. In her ultimate submission, and Richard’s preening gratification, 

Shakespeare enacts what we now know of rape: that for the rapist, it is a matter not 

of sex, let alone of love, but of power fueled by rage. Richard’s attempt to “prove a 

lover” (despite his earlier demurral) ends up proving instead the relentlessness of his 

hatred and his self-regard. His antic wit persists, and with it our seduction—but the 

laughter is rapidly acquiring an undertow.

And then, in a matching later scene, the amorous outrage escalates. This one centers 

on the dowager Queen Elizabeth, widow of Richard’s older brother, King Edward IV. 

Her initial resistance, and her reasons for it, surpass even Anne’s: Richard, now king, 

having murdered her sons, here seeks permission to marry her daughter (his niece)  

in order to compound his claim to the throne. And so a new battle of wits begins. 

But something has changed. Richard’s zeal for what he wants is as salivary as ever, 

but his powers—of insight, amusement, persuasion—are almost spent; the crown has 

brought him not delight but disintegration. Elizabeth outflanks him at every turn. 

She is drawing on a new source of energy, developed through her recent communion 

with the two other surviving women whom Richard has injured most: his own mother 

(who wholly loathes him now), and Queen Margaret.

Strictly speaking, she shouldn’t be here at all. The historical Margaret was banished 

to France the moment the Yorkists definitively seized the throne; had she stayed 

and stalked the court as this one does, she would have been imprisoned or executed 

on the spot. But Shakespeare wants her here. In a world where Richard’s duped 

victims drop like flies, she becomes his most knowing nemesis and, stranger still, 

a persuasive oracle. She alone now sees Richard as the paradoxical agent of 

providence who will end the wars—as God’s avenging “hellhound that doth hunt … 

to death” all the contenders in this fatal conflict, Yorkist and Lancastrian alike, before 
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descending to his own destruction. And so Margaret’s fierce envy of the women  

now in power gradually morphs into something like alliance; Richard’s cruelty is 

what they all three have in common. In language that sounds a lot like liturgy, they 

lament the losses he’s inflicted, and begin to imagine  

a world without Richard, and without the conflicts that 

he’s consummated.

At play’s end, that world comes to pass partly through 

an ebbing of misogyny (though not yet of patriarchy): 

Henry Tudor, not Richard, will marry the princess 

Elizabeth; a hundred years hence, their granddaughter 

of the same name will reign over a culture of freshly 

changed perceptions. Shakespeare’s first audiences 

knew on their own pulses that a woman could rule, and rule well. Richard III, like 

most of the plays in Tug of War, closes with a speech by the present victor, conjuring 

up the luminous future forthcoming at his hands. But the tug of war tugs hard: not 

one of those hopeful perorations panned out. Now, for at least a precarious, pleasing 

moment, it becomes possible to imagine that this one may. n 

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER
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Members of the Shakespeare Society provide vital annual support to 
sustain Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s mission. The commitment of these 
steadfast individuals helped to build a home for Shakespeare in Chicago that 
has endured for the past quarter-century. We are deeply grateful for their 
extraordinary investment in the Theater’s guiding principles to serve as a 
cultural leader, citizen and ambassador for our city.
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Thanks to the contributions of CST’s family of donors, we can continue 
to delight audiences in Chicago and around the world through our 
trademark approach to theater that is inspired by the spirit of Shakespeare. 
Annual donations offset the substantial expense of producing theater of 
uncompromising quality and ambition. In recognition of the enhanced level of 
support provided by our Bard Circle donors of $1,000 or more, CST provides 
exclusive privileges and behind-the-scenes access.

Reflects gifts received between July 1, 2015 - August 29, 2016
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AND AUDIO-DESCRIBED 
PERFORMANCES 
Paul Rink

FOR PHILIP AND LA ENGEL 
Diana F. Blitzer

FOR HARVE FERRILL 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Willmott

FOR BARBARA GAINES 
Jonathan Weiss 
Macki and Paul Ellenbogen 
Lucy Butler 
Philip Matsikas

FOR CRISS HENDERSON 
Faye Marlowe 
Anonymous

FOR BETSY AND JACK KARP 
Gail and Lewis Segal

FOR CHASE LEVEY
Sue Gray
The Howard and Kennon 

McKee Charitable Fund
Sue Gray

FOR MARK OUWELEEN  
AND SARAH HARDING

Matthew Smart

FOR JANE SAHLINS 
Shelley Gorson and Alan 	
	 Salpeter

FOR ROBERT SANDERS 
Barbara J. Anderson

FOR STEVEN SOLOMON 
Signorelli Consulting Group

FOR CARL AND MARILYNN 
THOMA 
The Patterson Family

FOR PAM AND DOUG 
WALTER 
Lanny and Terry Passaro

HONORARY GIFTS

FOR SARAJANE AVIDON
AND FELIX SHUMAN
Dick Simpson
Sara Segal Loevy and Steven 

R. Loevy
Richard and Betty Seid
Anonymous 

FOR ELIZABETH BOHNE
COLLINS
Collin and Andrew Levy 

FOR LOIS DUNN
Kathy Dunn 

FOR ARLENE FIELDSTEEL 
V.E. Hicks

FOR JACK KARP 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Ehrlichman 
Sandra M. Lyons 

Michael Goodman 
Sara Segal Loevy 
William Rattner 
Bill and Judi Goldman 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. 	
	 Manning 
Timothy A. Gianos 
Marc and Angela Levenstein 
David and Marilyn Wittenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. 	
	 McKenna 
Lorraine and Mickey Jaffe 
Marion Adelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Swett 
John and Judy Keller 
Meredith and Roger Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Horwitz 
Theodore and Harriette 	
	 Perlman 
Karen and Herb Wander 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace J. 	
	 Stenhouse, Jr. 

Judy Isenberg 
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Perlman 
Carole and Gordon Segal 
Joan and William J. Brodsky 
Vicki and Thomas Horwich 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Kent 
Cheryl and Robert Gilhooley 
Virginia and Gary Gerst 
Mr. Michael Brainin 
Michelle and Gerald Gordon 
Michael and Ruth Sklar 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren and Joan 	
	 Eagle 
Lawrence Gordon 
Sheila and Harvey Medvin

FOR ABBY S. MAGDOVITZ-
WASSERMAN 
David Wasserman, M.D 

MEMORIAL GIFTS

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
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INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS

Members of the First Folio Society have generously included Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater in their estate plans. Chicago Shakespeare honors 

their thoughtful commitment to our future.

Chicago Shakespeare gratefully acknowledges the following estates that 
have provided gifts of bequests. 

Mary and Nick Babson

John W. Barriger 

Joan Israel Berger

Kathy Dunn

Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Engel

Michael Goldberger

Linda D. and Craig C. Grannon

Julie 

Dr. Anne McCreary Juhasz

Judy and John Keller

Anstiss Hammond Krueck

Anne E. Kutak

Raymond and Judy McCaskey

Jonathan F. Orser

Sheila Penrose and Ernie Mahaffey

Barbara Petersen

Chuck Simanek and Edna Burke

Michael and Sharon Sloan

Steve and Robin Solomon

Helen and Richard Thomas

Gayle and Glenn R. Tilles

Linda Vertrees

Wilmont "Vic" Vickrey, Founding 
Principal, VOA Architects

Anonymous (2)

Evelyn D. Barriger

George W. Blossom III

Nelson D. Cornelius

S.M. Evans

Edith B. Gaines

Parker Hall

Corinne Johnson

Harold H. Plaut

Rose L. Shure 

To include Chicago Shakespeare in your estate plans, please contact 
Brooke Flanagan at 312.595.5581 or bflanagan@chicagoshakes.com
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Contributed materials and services are an essential component in sustaining 

Chicago Shakespeare’s role as a gathering place for audiences, artists 

and members of the community. We thank the following individuals and 

organizations for their valuable donations of goods and/or services.

Reflects contributions received between July 1, 2015 - August 29, 2016

Acadia 
Ryan McCaskey

Ambiente Catering
Arc Worldwide
BASE Entertainment
BBJ Linen
Norm and Virginia Bobins
Bukiety Floral Design
Carol’s Event Staffing
CDW
Chicago Public Media
Mary T. Christel
Communications Direct
DMK Restaurants
Dover Foundation
Food For Thought  

Catering

Exelon
Hall’s Rental Service
Rich Hein
Heritage Wine Cellars, Ltd.
HMS Media, Inc.
Illinois Restaurant 

Association
Inspired Catering and Events 

by Karen and Gina Stefani
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Jam Productions
Chef J. Joho
KPMG Family for Literacy
Make It Better Media
MDR Creative
Motorola Inc.
Nixon Peabody LLP

North Coast Brewing Co.
Richard Porter
Alpana Singh
Shure Incorporated
Chef Art Smith
SPLASH
Starwood Hotels and Resorts
Strategic Hotels Capital, Inc
Teller
Theater Development Fund
Titan Media 
Van Duzer Vineyards—
	 Carl and Marilynn Thoma
WTTW, WFMT

By providing matching support, the following organizations are actively 

contributing to causes that improve the communities where their employees 

live and work. Chicago Shakespeare Theater salutes these employers for 

increasing the impact of donor support. Contact your employer today to find 

out more about their matching gift initiatives.

Reflects gifts received between July 1, 2015 - August 29, 2016

Aon plc
AT&T Foundation
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America Illinois
BlueCross BlueShield of 

Illinois		
Caterpillar Foundation
Cisco Systems
Citizens Charitable 

Foundation
CNA Foundation
Discover Financial 

Services
Empact Emergency 

Physicians LLC

GE Foundation
General Mills Foundation
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Google		
Helen Brach Foundation
IBM Corporation
Illinois Tool Works Inc.
John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Johnson Controls 

Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Leo Burnett
Motorola Solutions, Inc.

Nuveen Investments
Polk Bros. Foundation
Schneider Electric SA
Texas Instruments
The Boeing Company
The Chicago Community 

Trust
The Field Foundation of 

Illinois
The Northern Trust 

Company
The Rhoades Foundation
The Saints
UnitedHealthcare of 

Illinois

Contributed Materials

Matching Gifts

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
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A Division of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual Legal Reserve Company, an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois knows our communities 
perform at their best through the act of togetherness. By supporting 

the arts and education, and implementing outreach wellness 
programs, we’re proud to help our neighbors shine on any stage.

O u r  r o l e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n 

 t o  p l a y  a  s u p p o r t i n g  o n e .


