
 

Text Clue 

 

What does this mean? 

 

How do I score the text? 

How can I play with these clues to  

better understand the text?  
 

Definitions 

Become a “Lexicon Master” by looking up all 

unfamiliar words in a lexicon—a special dictionary 

for Shakespeare. 

Circle the unfamiliar word. Write the 

definitions in the margin. 

Refer to your definitions as you read the text until 

you feel confident in your understanding. 
 

Full Stops 

Only three punctuation marks signal the end of a 

thought when they appear at the end of a verse 

line: a period, question mark, or exclamation point. 

Mark an “F” next to each period, 

question mark and exclamation point at 

the end of a verse line. 

Question Marks: wait for an answer. 

Periods and Exclamation Points: formulate your next 

thought before you continue speaking. 

 

Mid-stops 

Full stop punctuation (period, question mark or 

exclamation point) that occurs in the middle of a 

verse line. 

Mark an “M” above each period, 

question mark and exclamation point in 

the middle of a verse line. 

When a mid-stop occurs, the need to continue is 

great—do not breathe! Jump to the next thought 

with a great deal of energy. 

 

Shared Lines 
Two (or more) characters shared a full verse line 

(usually, 10 beats between them). 

A diagonal line with an arrow 

connecting the 2 (or 3!) lines 

Pick up the cue from your scene partner without a 

pause! 
 

Repeated 

Words and 

Phrases 

Words or phrases that are repeated in the text 

may appear in the same or adjacent lines, but 

they might even appear in a conversation 

between two characters. 

Underline the repeated word or phrase 

once the first time it occurs, twice the 

second time it occurs, and so on...  

When you come to a repeated word or phrase, try 

“lifting” or “punching” the repeated word(s) each 

time it is repeated to help the repetition stands out. 

 

Repeated 

Sounds 

Repeated consonant sounds (alliteration) or 

repeated vowel sounds (assonance) that appear 

in the same or neighboring lines. 

Please place an accent mark over each 

repeated consonant sound and a long 

dash over each repeated vowel sound. 

Try exaggerating the repeated sounds. What might 

the repeated sounds suggest about a character’s 

emotional state? Playing with the sounds may lead 

to character insights. 

 

Antithesis 

Words or phrases in the text that have opposite 

meanings—often used to explain a problem a 

character is working through. 

Circle the two words or  phrases that are 

opposite—draw a line connecting them. 

Try stressing the opposites in the lines so that listeners 

can connect the opposing thoughts with one 

another. 

 

Monosyllabic 

Lines 

Lines that contain all (or almost all) one-syllable 

words. 

Write MONO next to each monosyllabic 

line or phrase. 

Take your time as you read, letting the weight of 

each word resonate. 
 

“Big But” 

Words 

Small words like “but,” “yet,” “and” and “if” often 

indicate a character’s thought process taking a 

turn in direction. 

Draw a box around these words. 

Stress the small words as you read out loud. Does 

the character’s argument seem to change 

direction when you encounter these words? 

 

Lists 

Sometimes one example isn’t enough! So a 

character add another and another until the idea 

has been thoroughly expressed. 

 Number each new item in the list. 

As you read a list, play with stressing each new item 

with growing urgency. As the character works to be 

understood, pressure builds on the words used. 

 

Ecphonesis O 
An “O” in the script indicates an emotional 

exclamation. 
Draw a circle around each “O.” Cry out with any sound other than “Oh.”  
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