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“IT IS NOT IN 
THE STARS 

TO HOLD 
OUR DESTINY, 

BUT IN 
OURSELVES.” 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE



“Chicago is again leading the way in architectural design 
and innovation. With the expansion to its artistic home,  

Chicago Shakespeare will draw audiences from near and far— 
 amplifying our city as a global destination for culture.”  

MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL

Over the past three decades, Chicago Shakespeare Theater has created a company 
as audacious and bold as our eponymous playwright. The performances on 
our stages at Navy Pier, in schools, on tour across Chicago parks, and around 
the globe breathe new life into timeless works and give voice to the generative 
artists of our time.

What began as a fledgling company has today evolved into a Tony Award-winning 
theater that annually welcomes 225,000 audience members to as many as  
20 productions; serves 40,000 students and teachers through dynamic  
arts-in-education programs; and fosters cultural exchange by bringing the  
best international theater from 23 countries (and counting...) to Chicago.

The home we had built for Shakespeare on Navy Pier in 1999 was straining 
to house all of this work and you—a vital part of our community of generous 
donors—answered our call for help. 

With your partnership, Our City, Our Shakespeare: The Campaign for  
Chicago Shakespeare Theater has expanded our campus with a third theater: 
The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare. This first-of-its-kind venue complements 
the Theater’s existing two venues and amplifies our role as a leading cultural 
institution. Additionally, the initiative has provided artistic venture and 
endowment funds to support every play and every education program for 
generations to come. 

Our vision for the future is bold. With you by our side, we have continued  
our city’s tradition of making no small plans. 

As Shakespeare said, “thanks, and thanks, and ever thanks,”

Barbara Gaines 
Artistic Director
Carl and Marilynn Thoma Chair	

Criss Henderson
Executive Director		
 

E. Brooke Flanagan
Managing Director for Advancement 
and External Affairs

Our City, Our ShakespeareOur City, Our Shakespeare



 

 

$55,000,000
Goal

$61,625,500 
Raised!

INVESTMENTS FOR THE YARD  
AT CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE

$38,287, 600
ARTISTIC VENTURE  

AND ENDOWMENT FUNDS

$23, 437,900
FUNDS RAISED BY DESIGNATION

RAISED!

GOAL

Together, Together, 
we have made it possible  

for artists to dream bigger;  
for students to discover  

the canon, and through it,  
a pathway to literacy; and for 

the world’s leading artists  
to make Chicago their stage.

$61,725,500



Inv sting in a Theater 
 Like o OtherInv sting in a Theater 
 Like o Other



The Yard is now Chicago Shakespeare’s third stage and, together  
with our Jentes Family Courtyard Theater and Carl and Marilynn Thoma 
Theater Upstairs, will amplify our tradition of bold theatricality. Its 
radical design features nine mobile seating towers that create a wide 
array of configurations ranging from 150–850 seats. During its inaugural 
season, The Yard served record-breaking audiences and more students 
than ever as it transformed into five unique configurations—and in years 
to come, the possibilities are nearly endless.

Endless          possibilities Endless          possibilities 

  The Yard     at Chicago Shakespeare

d

  The Yard     at Chicago Shakespeare

d



Charcoalblue
Adrian Smith + 
   Gordon Gill 
   Architecture
Bulley & Andrews 

ESD Global
Gwen Grossman 
   Lighting Design
ICL Architecture
Jensen Hughes

Kirkland & Ellis LLP
MAC Consulting
Northern Trust
R.A. Grela &  
   Associates

SageGlass
Show Canada
Thornton Tomasetti
V3 Companies

PARTNERS IN

“The Greatest New Theater  
in the World” 

“An Elegant  
Industrial-Style Beauty”

“Innovative, Ambitious, Robust... 
The Yard Embodies the City’s  

Architectural Spirit”

Honorable Mention,  
Innovation Award: Stellar DesignInnovationInnovation



JENTES FAMILY 
COURTYARD  

THEATER

THE  
YARD

CARL AND MARILYNN 
THOMA THEATER 

UPSTAIRS

 Three -Theater Campus Three -Theater Campus



The Our City, Our Shakespeare 
Campaign raised critical artistic  
and endowment funds to support 
the work we produce inside  
all three of our theaters.

  Shakespeare’s canon

  New classics and musicals

  World-class artists and 
production elements

More than          bricks  and mortarMore than          bricks  and mortar



Beyond our work at home,  
Chicago Shakespeare now has  
the artistic funds to forge 
even more groundbreaking 
international partnerships 
through our WorldStage series. 

Global AmbassadorGlobal Ambassador



An Investment in the Future An Investment in the Future 



The Our City, Our Shakespeare Campaign ensures 
that students and families have access to our work 
through subsidized productions and nationally 
acclaimed programs for educators. 

In the years to come,
endowment funds

from the Campaign
will allow us to

double our current
service to students  

and families, allowing  
the Theater to impact   

more than 100,000  
young learners annually.

Serving             100,000 +           every  year



Fueled by the endowment,  
our free programs like  
Chicago Shakespeare in the Parks 
create opportunities that  
are accessible to all.

Art for everyone



Together, we have created an expanded campus 
dedicated to bold theatricality and unparalleled 
service to students and families. Thank you for 
helping us to solidify Chicago Shakespeare’s place 
among the world’s great theaters!

THIS IS OUR CITY,  
OUR SHAKESPEARE

Thank you!Thank you!



$15,000,000
Navy Pier

$3,000,000+ 
Carl and Marilynn Thoma

$2,000,000+ 
Pritzker Foundation

Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Foundation

$1,500,000+ 
Jentes Family Foundation
Malott Family Foundation

Burton X. and Sheli Z. Rosenberg

$1,000,000+ 
Best Portion Foundation

Susan E. and Duane L. Burnham
Doris Conant, in memory of Howard Conant, Sr.

The Crown Family 
Dover Foundation

Virginia and Gary Gerst
Anna and Robert Livingston

Ray and Judy McCaskey
The Robert R. McCormick Foundation

John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

$5,000,000+
The Davee Foundation,  

in memory of Ruth D. and Ken M. Davee

$500,000+
Joyce and Bruce Chelberg
Chicago Music Theatre
Exelon Corporation
Sonja and Conrad Fischer
Barbara and Richard Franke
Julius Frankel Foundation
James P. and Brenda S.     
   Grusecki Family Foundation
The Grover Hermann  
   Foundation
Lindy and Mike Keiser
Judy and John Keller
Robert and Annabel Moore
Peter and Alicia Pond
The Segal Family Foundation

$250,000+
Mary and Nick Babson
Julie and Roger Baskes
BlueCross BlueShield  
   of Illinois
BMO Harris Bank
Bulley & Andrews
Mary and Paul Finnegan
Richard and Alice Godfrey
Ethel and Bill Gofen
Mr. and Mrs.  
   Richard W. Hurckes
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Mr. and Mrs.  
   Martin J. Koldyke
Anstiss and Ronald Krueck
Mazza Foundation
Linda and Dennis Myers
Nayar Family Foundation
Northern Trust
Sheila Penrose and  
   Ernie Mahaffey

Barbara Petersen
Richard W. Porter and  
  Lydia S. Marti
Glenn and Danielle Richter
Rose L. Shure and  
  Sidney N. Shure
Harvey and Mary Struthers
Pam and Doug Walter

$100,000+
Ada and Whitney Addington
The Brodsky Family
Joyce Chelberg
Brian and Yasmina Duwe
Jeanne Ettelson
Joan and Kevin Evanich
Hill and Cheryl Hammock
David Hiller
ITW
JLL
The Family of Jack Karp
Chase and Mark Levey
Jim and Kay Mabie
Lew and Susan Manilow
Bob and Becky McLennan
Gerald and Marcia Nowak
Mark Ouweleen and  
   Sarah Harding
John and Colette Rau
The Steans Family
Gayle and Glenn R. Tilles
Bill and Char Tomazin
The Wesselink Family  
   Foundation

$50,000+
Anonymous
Barnard-Fain Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Brit J. Bartter

Thomas L. and Cairy S. Brown
Harve A. Ferrill
Corey and Elizabeth Fox
Pete and Beth Goodhart
Joan M. Hall
Linda and Jeffrey Hammes
Kathryn Hayley and  
  Mark Ketelsen
Heestand Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Kent
David and Sandra  
   Kollmorgen
Barbara Molotsky
Sylvia Neil and Dan Fischel
Nuveen Investments
Dennis Olis
The Peto Family
Merle Reskin
Anne and Stuart Scott
Dick Simpson, in memory  
   of Sarajane Avidon
Steve and Robin Solomon
Matthew E. Steinmetz
Eric Q. Strickland
Sheila G. Talton

$25,000+
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Gilberto Arias, Jr.
Frank and Kathy Ballantine
In honor of Rick Boynton
Paul and Sue Brenner
Penny Brown and  
   Jeff Rappin
John and Kathleen Buck
Kent and Liz Dauten
La and Philip Engel
The Field Foundation  
   of Illinois

Barbara Gaines
Jill and David Greer
In honor of Gary Griffin
In honor of  
   Marilyn J. Halperin
Criss Henderson and  
  Rick Boynton
Kimberlee S. Herold
Stewart Hudnut and  
   Vivian Leith
Leland E. Hutchinson and  
  Jean E. Perkins
Greg and Carol Josefowicz
Judith Loseff
Larry and Mary Mages
Naja Maltezos
Judy and John McCarter
Christopher and Erin O'Brien  
   and Family
PBJET Investments LP
Mr. and Mrs. 
   James W. Pierpont
Paulita Pike and  
   Zulfiqar Bokhari
Nazneen and Sal Razi
Ingrid and Stanley Razny
Patricia and David Schulte
Charlotte Stepan Shea
Robin and Tim Sheehan
Kathleen and Brian Spear
Bill and Orli Staley
Anne Van Wart and  
   Michael Keable
In honor of Greg Vinkler
Ray and Donna Whitacre
In honor of Larry Yando
Elizabeth Yntema and  
  Mark Ferguson

RAISED

$61.7 Million 
BOARD  
PARTICIPATION

100%                        TOTAL  
CONTRIBUTIONS
262 CHALLENGE 

GRANTS 
2

We are humbled by the civic and corporate leaders of Chicago and their belief in what an  
investment in Chicago Shakespeare can do for the future of this city.

Our City, Our Shakespeare  
Campaign Contributors

Our City, Our Shakespeare  
Campaign Contributors



* Campaign Steering Committee Member	 + In Memoriam

Campaign Leadership Team

Board and Campaign Steering Committee     Members 2012–2019

Whitney Addington*
Frank Ballantine
Brit J. Bartter
Alan Berkshire*
John Blazey
Stephen Brodsky
Thomas L. Brown
Allan E. Bulley III
Clive Christison
Patrick R. Daley
Brian W. Duwe
Philip L. Engel
Jeanne B. Ettelson
Kevin Evanich
Harve A. Ferrill
Sheldon Fink
Sonja H. Fischer
Richard J. Franke
Gregory S. Gallopoulos
C. Gary Gerst*
Marguerite H. Griffin

M. Hill Hammock
Patricia Harris
Kathryn Hayley
William L. Hood, Jr.
Stewart S. Hudnut
William R. Jentes*
Gregory P. Josefowicz
James J. Junewicz
Jack L. Karp+
John P. Keller
Christie Kelly
Nancy Kempf
Richard A. Kent
Barbara Malott Kizziah*
Edward Langan
Chase Collins Levey*
Anna Livingston
Judy Loseff
Renetta McCann
Robert G. McLennan
Jess Merten 

Robert J. Moore
Linda K. Myers
Madhavan K. Nayar
Christopher O’Brien
Dennis Olis
Mark Ouweleen
Carleton D. Pearl
Sheila A. Penrose*
Dushan (Duke) Petrovich
Judith Pierpont*
Paulita A. Pike
Victoria Podesta
Stephanie Pope
Richard W. Porter*
Steven Quasny
John Rau
Nazneen Razi
Ingrid Razny
Lance Richards
Glenn R. Richter
Mark E. Rose

John W. Rowe
Robert J. Ryan
Carole B. Segal
Brittany A. Smith
Gregory D. Smith
Kathleen Kelly Spear
Eric Q. Strickland 
Harvey J. Struthers
Eileen Sweeney
Sheila G. Talton
Marilynn J. Thoma
Gayle R. Tilles
William J. Tomazin, Jr.
Donna Van Eekeren*
Pallavi Verma
Priscilla A. (Pam) Walter*
Raymond Whitacre
John A. Wing+
Ava D. Youngblood
Ann Ziegler

Barbara Gaines 
Artistic Director
Carl and Marilynn Thoma Chair	

Criss Henderson
Executive Director		

E. Brooke Flanagan
Managing Director for Advancement  
and External Affairs

Raymond F. McCaskey
Board Chair (2010–2013)

Sheli Z. Rosenberg
Board Chair (2013–2016)
Campaign Steering  
Committee Chair

Steven J. Solomon
Board Chair (2016–2019)

Dottie Bris-Bois
Associate Director of Development
 

Edith Falk,  
Campbell & Company
Fundraising Consultant

Melissa Berliner,  
Campbell & Company
Fundraising Consultant



     A campaign    
  like no other

 	         made    
     possible  
      by you
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