
WHAT MAKES A HERO? 
TEACHING SHAKESPEARE: TEXT CLUES 

WITH KEVIN LONG 

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER 
SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2014 



The Lord Chamberlain’s Men 

In a 189 day period 
150 performances 
30 different plays 

58 performances 
14 new plays that season 

 

1594-1597 
Leading actor = 71 roles 

53 of which were new roles 
within this 3 year period 

 

Buckley, Kate. "First Folio Technique Guidelines for Actors." 1997 



“…every one according to his cue.” 
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream, III,I) 



John Hemings & Henry Condell 



Why must I use these words 
NOW? 



THANK YOU BILL! 



The Index Card Trick 



Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  



DEFINITIONS 
As You Like It 

Phebe: But sure he's proud, and yet his pride becomes him. 

Know exactly what you are saying at ALL times. 
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DEFINITIONS 
As You Like It 

Phebe: But sure he's proud, and yet his pride becomes him. 
 



DEFINITIONS 



VERSE & PROSE 



VERSE & PROSE 



HEIGHTENED & DIRECT 

Romeo: But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? 
 It is the east, and Juliet is the sun, 
 Arise, fair sun and kill the envious moon, 
 Who is already sick and pale with grief, 
 That thou her maid art far more faire then she. … 
 
Juliet: …Fain would I dwell on form, fain, fain, deny 
 What I have spoke; but farewell, complement, 
 Dost thou love me? 

 

 



HEIGHTENED & DIRECT 

Objective: To get something to eat.  I’m Hungry. 

Grandmother: “That was wonderful.  May I please have more?” 

Friend: “Hey, gimme a piece of pizza!”  

 

THANK YOU BILL 

 

 

 

 



FULL STOPS 
.  PERIOD       ?  QUESTION MARK      !  EXCLAMATION POINT  



Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  
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This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  
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EXERCISE 
.  PERIOD       ?  QUESTION MARK      !  EXCLAMATION POINT 

 

EXERCISE: Full Thought Musical Chairs 

1. Find all of the complete thoughts ( . ? ! ) in a speech. 

2. Set that many chairs next to each other. 

3. Speak the speech.  Each time you come to a complete thought ( . ? ! ) 
change chairs. 

 



Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  
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IAMBIC PENTAMETER GUIDELINES 

 
Shakespeare wrote his verse plays in iambic pentameter.  This poetic 

form of language contains five feet and ten syllables per line. The 
pattern is:  

 ba-dum, ba-dum, ba-dum, ba-dum, ba-dum. 
 

 ∪     /     ∪    /    ∪     /    ∪      /     ∪  / 
 I   went   to   buy   a   loaf   of   bread   today.  
 
  
 

∪      /   ∪     /    ∪      /    ∪    /  ∪   / 
This day is called the Feast of Crispian. 



MONOSYLLABIC WORDS 

Henry V 

 King Henry: Then will he strip his sleeve, and show his scars, 

 

 



“BIG BUT” WORDS 
 

Stress the “Small Words” BUT, YET, OR, THEREFORE, IF, etc. 
 
 
Always stress NOW, ALL, LONG 

 
 
Macbeth    
 
Macduff:  What, all my pretty chickens and their dam 
  At one fell swoop? 
 
Malcolm:  Dispute it like a man. 
 
Macduff: I shall do so; but  I must also feel it as a man. 



Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  



REPEATED WORDS AND SOUNDS 

Assonance 
  He that shall see this day and live old age 

  Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

  And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Alliteration 
  Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

  And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 
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Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  



LISTS = BUILD 

Shakespeare LOVES lists.  They are everywhere in his plays.   

Henry V  

 King Henry: But tell the Dauphin I will keep my state, 

  Be like a king, and show my sail of greatness 

  When I do rouse me in my throne of France. 
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Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  
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ANTITHESIS 

Henry VI, Pt. 2 

Eleanor: Dark shall be my light, and night my day, 

   To think upon my pomp shall be my hell. 

 



ANTITHESIS 



ANTITHESIS 

Bruce Springsteen – “Born To Run”  In the day we sweat it out in the 
streets of a runaway American dream 

 At night we ride through mansions of glory in suicide machines 



Henry V Act IV, Scene 3  

This day is called the Feast of Crispian.  

He that outlives this day and comes safe home 

Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian.  

He that shall see this day and live old age 

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors,  

And say ‘Tomorrow is Saint Crispian.’ 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 

And say ‘These wounds I had on Crispin’s day.’ 

Old men forget, yet all shall be forgot 

But he’ll remember, with advantages, 

What feats he did that day. Then shall our names, 

 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, 

Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,  

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester, 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered.  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers— 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 

This day shall gentle his condition— 

And gentlemen in England, now abed, 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks  

That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s Day.  



EXERCISE: ENDS OF LINES 
Crispian Exeter 
home Gloucester 
named remembered 
Crispian brothers 
age me 
neighbors vile 
Crispian condition 
scars abed 
day here 
forgot speaks 
advantages Day 
names 
words 

 

 

THANK YOU BILL! 



KICK THE PILLOW 

1. Place a pillow on the floor and stand by it. 
2. Speak your piece. 
3. Kick the pillow on the tenth (or final) syllable of the verse line. 

A. If you encounter a final word of many syllables, be disciplined.  Kick the pillow 
only on the final syllable – not at the start of the word. 

B. Do not kick the pillow early. 
C. Do not kick the pillow after you speak the final syllable. 
D. Do kick the pillow right on that final syllable. 
 

 
This exercise enables the actor to get their body physically involved in speaking the 

language, and also help the actor support the final word or syllable in the verse 
line. 



I have a kind soul, that would give thanks!  

                                            –King John 
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